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‘If it’s unwanted,  
it’s harassment.’
CTA tells uneasy riders it’s putting 
brakes on abusive behavior 
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
The transit authority’s new anti-harassment campaign 
promises a no-tolerance policy toward intimidating 
conduct on CTA property. Common forms of abuse—like 
physical and verbal intrusions or unwanted solicitation—
will not be accepted, as outlined by the new campaign.
SEE GRETCHEN STERBA’S STORY ON 
PAGE 38
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Columbia’s urban campus often serves as the first introduction many students have to public 
transportation. Some students come from 
other cities on the east or west coast with 
their own public transportations systems, 
but many of the college’s community 
members experience metropolitan public 
transportation for the first time when 
they move to Chicago. 
Experiences are at times entertaining 
or humorous navigating the Chicago 
Transit Authority’s trains and buses—
when witnessing subway performers 
play their instruments with unrivaled 
flair or watching drunk Cubs fans stum-
ble onto the train—but can turn uncom-
fortable or dangerous when harassment 
rears its head. 
As reported in the Front Page story, 
the CTA announced on Oct. 9 that it 
would expand on its 2009 “If you see 
something, say something” initiative 
with a new, more specific campaign: 
“If it’s unwanted, it’s harassment.” The 
initial 2009 campaign was well-mean-
ing, but the new version acknowledges 
the need to address the various forms of 
harassment that often take place on the 
CTA’s trains and buses. The previous 
campaign encouraged CTA riders to 
speak up if they thought another passen-
ger was up to something suspicious or 
dangerous, but it neglected to straight-
forwardly address the common problems 
of sexual harassment or physical and 
sexual assault that frequently occur on 
the vehicles. 
The signage for the CTA’s new anti-ha-
rassment campaign includes posters 
that say things like, “It’s not OK,” “It’s 
not nothing” and “We’re all watching,” in 
bolded, capitalized lettering that makes 
it clear the CTA will not tolerate any 
instances of harassment and that passen-
gers should not tolerate it, either. Some 
of the signs also remind passengers of 
how serious their offenses might be. One 
poster reads: “Many forms of harassment 
are criminal and violators will be prose-
cuted. Respect your fellow passenger.”  
CTA passengers have been victims 
of sexual harassment and assault for 
decades, but only recently has it become 
worthy of media attention. 
In April 2015, several Chicago news 
outlets reported an especially brutal 
attack of a 41-year-old woman by a 
15-year-old boy on a Blue Line train. 
Police said the teen knocked the woman 
to the ground before sexually assaulting 
her and stealing her cash and iPhone.
Despite still being a minor when he 
committed the crimes, the offender 
was charged as an adult for one count 
of felony aggravated criminal sexual 
assault and one count of felony robbery, 
as reported by NBC Chicago on April 
22. What made this especially horrify-
ing was that the offense took place in 
broad daylight, shortly after 3 p.m. on a 
Monday afternoon. 
The revamped CTA campaign has long 
been needed by all public transportation 
users. The campaign in itself cannot stop 
crimes and harassment from taking place, 
but it may deter offenders from harming 
others or making them uncomfortable 
and will at the very least encourage fellow 
riders to intervene more often than they 
do. Every Chicagoan or visitor likely 
has at least a few stories of harassment, 
aggressive panhandling, assault or other 
concerning experiences they have either 
witnessed or gone through personally. 
However, many passengers have watched 
these offenses take place and stood by, 
saying nothing for fear of overstepping 
their bounds or being harmed themselves. 
The CTA’s new campaign is sending 
exactly the straightforward and honest 
message that new Chicagoans and long-
time residents alike can benefit from.
» kyra senese  
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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CTA’s anti-harassment 
campaign right on track
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Student designs 
showcased by 
United Airlines
A CURRENT COLUMBIA student and a recent 
graduate won a design competition as the 
culmination of a three-day workshop that 
required them to promote sustainability 
for United Airlines.
The airline partnered with assistant pro-
fessor Beth Shorrock’s “Design for Change” 
2015 Spring Semester class in the Fashion 
Studies Department. Students in the work-
shop collaborated in resolving challenges 
and engaging in the creative process while 
creating social change, Shorrock said.
Students were tasked with designing a 
carry-on bag made from reusable United 
Airlines banners that could fit beneath 
an airplane seat and was economical, 
yet attractive, durable and fashionable, 
according to a United Airlines Oct. 15 
press release.
Dillon Halford, a freshman fashion 
studies major, and Anne Tilma, a 2015 
fashion studies alumna, were selected as 
winners by a committee of representatives 
from the Chicago Department of Aviation, 
United Airlines and Re:new, a nonprofit 
Chicago manufacturer that constructed 
the award-winning bags. 
“I am a freshman here at Columbia, so 
this was a fun challenge,” Halford said. “I 
love challenges and competition [and] I 
think that definitely showed.”
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim 
invited Halford, Tilma, Shorrock, Angela 
Foster-Rice, managing director of 
Environmental Affairs and Sustainability 
at United Airlines, and Aaron Stash, senior 
strategist of Environmental Sustainability 
at United Airlines, to his office Oct. 13 to 
congratulate the winners.
“It makes me very proud,” Kim said. “It is 
such a great example of Columbia College 
Chicago student innovation and creativity 
translating into real-world success.”
Kim said the college’s partnership with 
United Airlines could make other corpo-
rate companies aware of the many possi-
bilities that come from connecting with 
Columbia students.
“It is all about creating positive models, 
and this is a great example,” Kim said. “It is 
fun, creative [and] practical. It is generating 
revenue for a worthy cause, so many pieces 
of it are valuable.”
3Arts recognizes professor’s innovative artwork with award » Page 6
Before designing, students toured 
Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport, 
where they were taken through security and 
shown what a traveler experiences when 
boarding an aircraft to see the amount of 
personal space a passenger usually has. 
Next, they met in focus groups with flight 
attendants to hear what frequent travelers 
look for in a travel bag. They then had two 
days to design a prototype and present it to 
a panel of judges, according to Stash.
Tilma’s award-winning design is an upcy-
cled travel bag that fits the exact dimen-
sions under an airplane seat with a small 
detachable bag for easy access to valuable 
possessions while aboard the plane.
Tilma said winning the competition was 
the best way to end her time at Columbia.
“I have never designed a handbag before, 
so I enjoyed doing it,” Tilma said. “[I found 
out product design] may be something I 
want to pursue that I hadn’t considered.”
Halford’s design is a backpack with eas-
ily accessible pockets that can be thrown 
under an airplane seat. He said he wanted a 
sophisticated and functional product with 
maximum selling potential.
Halford added he was immediately 
interested in the project after finding out 
it would involve recycling. He said he enjoys 
creating new things from used materials.
Shorrock added that a challenging aspect 
of the competition was the limited availabil-
ity of resources to students.
“The sky wasn’t the limit here,” Shorrock 
said. “It was a lesson in a lot of aspects of 
design production.”
The 100 carry-on bags went on sale to the 
general public online through the United 
Shop Oct. 16, according to a United Airlines 
Oct. 15 press release. 
All proceeds from the sale of these bags 
will benefit Re:new and United Airlines’ 
Eco-Skies Alto Mayo Forest Carbon Project 
in northern Peru, according to Stash. 
Kim said this project was a great example 
of taking students’ skills and knowledge and 
stretching them into something different.
“[The students] both said they have never 
designed something like this before,” Kim 
said. “They were both thinking of this as 
product design, but they are realizing the 
fundamentals are the same and [they] can 
move in different areas and can succeed.”
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
» lauren kostiuk  
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The designs of Dillon Halford, a freshman 
fashion studies major, and Anne Tilma, a 2015 
fashion studies alumna were chosen to be sold 
online through the United Airlines shop.
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COLUMBIA’S PRODUCT DESIGN pro-
gram, created in 1998, appears to 
be coming to a close, according to 
Kevin Henry, the program’s coor-
dinator and associate professor in 
the Design Department.
About 55 students were enrolled 
in the Design Department’s 
product design program during 
the Fall 2013 Semester when 
the college halted the program’s 
admissions. Now, just 15 stu-
dents remain, and that number 
is expected to drop to as low as 
five after the 2015–2016 academic 
year. This leaves many unsure of 
the major’s future.
Henry said he met with Tim 
Cozzens, chair of the Design 
Department, who at the time 
was the interim chair of the 
Art + Design Department; John 
Green, a professor in the Theatre 
Department who at the time 
was interim dean of the School 
of Fine & Performing Arts; and 
Matthew Schenoda, an associate 
professor in the Creative Writing 
Department who at the time was 
associate dean of the School of 
Fine & Performing Arts, during 
the Fall 2013 Semester to discuss 
the program’s struggle with low 
enrollment and its future at the 
college. The decision to put the 
program on hiatus was made 
during this meeting, according 
to Henry. The college decided to 
stop admitting new students but 
to continue the program until all 
its students graduated.
The meeting came after a 
2011 recommendation made by 
Eliza Nichols, who in 2011 was 
the dean of the School of Fine & 
Performing Arts.
“There are only a few under-
graduate product design pro-
grams in the country for a reason: 
This is a highly specialized, 
resource-intensive professional 
program,” Nichols said in a 2011 
recommendation. “At a future 
date, if there are sufficient 
resources available, the college 
may consider a graduate program 
in integrated design or a five-
year combined undergraduate 
and graduate degree.” 
According to Cozzens, because 
admissions to the program were 
put on hiatus, product design was 
removed from Columbia’s website, 
which is primarily geared toward 
recruiting new students.
“[Product design] will still be 
in the course catalog, but there 
will not be majors in the pro-
gram,” Cozzens said. “The ques-
tion as to whether we still teach 
those courses or some of those 
courses is one that is currently 
being addressed.”
Henry said a similar program 
could be reinstated at Columbia, 
but it would require significant 
restructuring and collaboration 
with other programs.
“It would need to come back in 
such a way that would guarantee 
a larger body of students, and I 
think leveraging fashion design 
and leveraging some of the interac-
tive technology is one way of doing 
that,” Henry said.
At the program’s peak, about 
75 students were enrolled across 
all four years, Henry said, adding 
it is common for product design 
programs to be smaller than other 
programs at any college.
The University of Illinois at 
Chicago reported 105 undergrad-
uates enrolled in its industrial 
design program in the Fall 2014 
Student Data Book from its Office 
of Institutional Research. 
According to Henry, product 
design has a history of strug-
gling to maintain healthy 
enrollment by attracting new 
students, beginning with its 
creation in 1998.
» arabella breck  
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Students in a product design class 
display a collaborative project 
using solar energy that they have 
been working on with the Science 
& Mathematics Department. 
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 The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago 
 1014 S. Michigan Avenue  
M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  E v e n t s  
 
Monday October 19 
Blues Ensemble & Pop Rock Ensemble Performance 1  7:00 pm 
 In Concert 
 
Tuesday October 20 
Pop Rock Ensemble Performance 6      7:00 pm 
& Latin Pop Ensemble in Concert 
 
Wednesday October 21 
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series at the Conway * 12:00 pm 
CC Folk Ensemble & Country Ensemble in Concert  7:00 pm 
 
Thursday October 22 
R&B Ensemble: Performance & Progressive Rock Ensemble 1 7:00 pm 
 In Concert 
 
Friday October 23 
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*     12:00 pm 
Keyboard Forum at the Sherwood*    1:00 pm 
Classical Guitarist Norman Ruiz in Concert   7:00 pm 
 
*Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit 
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THREE COLUMBIA MUSIC alum-
nae were cast as background 
musicians for the locally filmed, 
Emmy-nominated TV show 
“Empire,” where they work side-
by-side with many top music 
industry professionals.
Since being cast in “Empire,” 
Kelsee Vandervall, a 2013 music 
alumna, and twins Liza Micelli 
and Dina Micelli, also music alum-
nae, have made several appear-
ances on the show.
“I never imagined this,” said 
Vandervall, who has played the 
cello in three episodes of the 
hit series starring elite actors 
Terrence Howard and Taraji P. 
Henson. “Meeting other Columbia 
alumni on the set [is great]. It is a 
small world in Chicago.”
Vandervall recently received an 
email for a casting call from the 
musician contractor for “Empire” 
and applied right away. She said it 
was her first time appearing on a 
TV show.
“What I found most fascinat-
ing was the camera crew and 
seeing how they set up on loca-
tion,” Vandervall said. “That has 
been something memorable—just 
watching it come together.”
Singer-songwriters Liza Micelli, 
who plays piano, and Dina Micelli, 
who plays drums, learned about 
the opportunity to be featured in 
“Empire” after Dina Micelli was 
tagged in a Facebook post about a 
drumming opportunity. She sent in 
her information, and Liza Micelli 
applied shortly after.
“We didn’t get cast together,” 
Liza Micelli said. “They didn’t 
even know we were sisters, let 
alone twins. It’s exciting because 
I always have someone that has 
my back.”
The two left Columbia in 2009 
to focus on their music in Puerto 
Rico but returned to Chicago when 
their father was diagnosed with 
cancer. Dina Micelli said she was 
praying something would take her 
father’s mind off his sickness. A 
month later, they were both cast 
on “Empire.”
“Our father really got to see us 
starting off in [the industry],” Dina 
Micelli said. “So this was in the 
spirit of him.”
On “Empire,” Dina Micelli and 
Liza Micelli have worked with 
different artists such as Rita Ora, 
Alicia Keys and Jennifer Hudson. 
They agreed the best part has been 
the opportunity to record live 
during the show, instead of playing 
over a pre-recorded track.
“[It] is every musician’s goal to be 
able to play live where you are actu-
ally being heard,” Dina Micelli said.
Liza Micelli said her experience 
at Columbia allowed her to collab-
orate with different departments 
and receive real-world experiences 
before graduating.
“[Columbia] was great because 
it was a community of people who 
were like us,” Liza Micelli said. 
“We got an insight into what film 
students do, what fashion students 
do and sound engineering. In the 
real world, that is what you are 
going to have to do.”
Dina Micelli said studying music 
allowed her to have an upper hand 
in the industry, adding that the abil-
ity to read music is a valuable skill.
“You can tell when people go to 
school for music and when people 
don’t,” she said.
Vandervall said Columbia gave 
her the opportunity to network 
with other musicians. She had a 
concentration in contemporary 
urban pop, which she said was 
“weird” for a cello player, but it 
allowed her to work with gui-
tar players and also perform in 
blues and pop ensembles.
Vandervall, who currently 
freelances throughout the 
city, said she wants to continue 
» lauren kostiuk 
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Singer-songwriter Liza 
Micelli, a music alumna 
who plays piano has 
appeared on several 
episodes of “Empire” 
with twin sister Dina 
who plays the drums.
House of Hookah
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Chicago, IL. 60657
(773) 348-1550
B.Y.O.B.  &  Open 7 Days A Week! www.chicagohookah.com
Conveniently located near the Red, Brown, and Purple lines!
@houseofhookahchicago
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@ChiHouseHookah
$
1
0
 O
ff
 
y
o
u
r
 o
r
d
e
r
!
(S
it
 in
 C
u
st
o
m
e
rs
 O
n
ly
 -
 L
im
it
 1
 C
o
u
p
o
m
 P
e
r 
G
ro
u
p
)
E
xp
ir
e
s 
M
a
y 
31
, 2
01
6
CAMPUS
FO WILSON SAID it was her many 
questions about the African roots 
of European modernism and the 
contributions made by the Afri-
can diaspora to modern design 
that drove her to do the work she 
does today.
Wilson, an associate professor 
of art & art history and director of 
Columbia’s interdisciplinary arts 
master’s degree program, received 
an unrestricted award of $25,000 
Oct. 5 from 3Arts, a nonprofit 
organization advocating for artists 
of color, women artists and artists 
with disabilities. 
“It was a difficult decision, but I 
think it came down to Fo’s unique 
and innovative approach to her 
subject matter,” said Amanda 
Cachia, a Ph.D. candidate in Art 
History, Theory and Criticism at 
the University of California, San 
Diego and a member of the judg-
ing panel that selected the award 
winners. “We felt she was doing 
something a little different from 
her colleagues.”
It was this originality that 
caught the panel’s eye, Cachia said. 
She cited Wilson’s innovative use 
of video and sound installations in 
constructing pieces of furniture 
and her approach to diversity as 
exciting and relevant.
“Hopefully, [Wilson’s work] 
will highlight and bring more 
awareness to her audience about 
the issues of African-American 
cultural identity,” Cachia said.
Sara Slawnik, director of pro-
grams at 3Arts, said the organi-
zation celebrates artists within 
dance, music, art education, 
theatre and the visual arts. She 
said 3Arts works hard to identify 
respected leaders in the field.
The judging panel, composed 
of leaders from the respective 
disciplines, nominates local art-
ists whom they think deserve rec-
ognition and financial support as 
respected leaders in their fields, 
Slawnik said. Approximately 100 
Chicago artists were nominated. 
Wilson, whose work represents 
histories and cultures that are 
rarely discussed, said much of 
her work focuses on histories that 
represent different points of view.
“There are other stories and nar-
ratives about history,” Wilson said. 
“Be open to other ways of inter-
preting. I want [my audiences] to 
be open to the fact there are many 
different paths and ways of looking 
at points of time and peoples and 
cultures. There isn’t one narrative 
that is the ‘truth.’”
Wilson, whose background is as 
both a maker and an art historian, 
said being an African-American 
inspired her to represent these 
other truths.
“Even though [the] African-
American community has con-
tributed significantly to American 
culture, I think many times we’re 
relegated to the margins of culture 
in terms of hav ing agency,” 
Wilson said.
Tricia Van Eck, director of 6018 
North, a nonprofit venue for inno-
vative art and culture, served as a 
member of the judging panel.
In an Oct. 15 email, Van Eck said 
her role as a Chicago curator was 
to provide insight and context for 
some of the artists whose work was 
unfamiliar, answering questions 
about the medium.
“I look for artists who address 
important issues and even try to 
find solutions to complicated, dif-
ficult and often entrenched prob-
lems with their art,” Van Eck said.
She noted that 3Arts chooses the 
nominating committee and each 
member of the committee always 
looks for and selects three artists 
who  present their work in a con-
cise, clear and compelling manner.
 “I think they do this by chal-
lenging either what art is, or how 
we live, experience, or understand 
the world and our role in it,” Van 
Eck said.
» carolyn bradley
CAMPUS REPORTER
3Arts celebrates innovative  
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Fo Wilson (3rd from top right), an art & art history professor 
awarded a $25,000 unrestricted grant, said she focuses 
on different representations of truth in her work.
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PRECIOUS DAVIS, THE college’s assis-
tant director of Diversity Recruitment 
Initiatives, has taken the MTV Video 
Music Awards stage, visited the White 
House, been featured in Miley Cyrus’s 
#InstaPride campaign and got engaged—
all since graduating from Columbia within 
the last few years. 
Davis has been recognized locally and 
nationally for her trans advocacy work. 
She was featured on the 13th annual 
Windy City Times’ “30 under 30” list 
honoring LGBT Chicagoans and landed 
a spot on the 2014 “Trans100” list. 
She also served for three years as the 
Youth Outreach Coordinator at the 
Center on Halsted, a nonprofit LGBT 
community center based in the Lakeview 
neighborhood, where she promoted HIV 
prevention, transgender advocacy and 
LGBT leadership development.
The Chronicle spoke with Davis about 
diversity and inclusion, activism at 
Columbia and advocating for the rights 
of marginalized groups—specifically, the 
LGBT community.
THE CHRONICLE: What was your expe-
rience as a Columbia student? 
PRECIOUS DAVIS: As a student, I felt 
Columbia was really a collaborative com-
munity of beatnik artists who were really 
excited to work with each other. It was a 
wonderful creative posse and great place for 
me to plant myself as an artist, as an entre-
preneur and as a social activist. Columbia 
really served as a catalyst for my develop-
ment as someone who authors the culture 
of our time. Coming from Omaha, Nebraska, 
Columbia was a godsend for me.
How did you begin your activist work 
with Miley Cyrus?
Miley Cyrus reached out to me. Prior to my 
tenure at Columbia, I coordinated the youth 
program at the Center on Halsted, which 
empowers LGBT youth across Chicago. I’ve 
» carolyn bradley  
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Precious Davis talks 
diversity and inclusion 
at Columbia
worked with homeless young people. I’ve 
given keynotes across the country and 
given my work as a trans activist and my 
work with the LGBT community, she really 
felt I had a resilient story she wanted 
to highlight.
What was it like working with Miley?
Working with the Happy Hippie Foundation 
is really awesome. The goal of it is to end 
youth homelessness, and we do that by pro-
viding digital support groups. Also, [it is] 
about raising awareness about the plight of 
youth homelessness and really emphasizing 
education of how we can empower homeless 
young people.
How has your trans activism affected 
the Columbia community?
One of the most amazing things about me 
being an activist is my work translates to 
both the community and the college. I’ve 
kind of become synonymous with Columbia. 
At Columbia, I’ve been part of advocating 
for more gender-neutral bathrooms. I’ve 
been part of giving cultural competency 
training to various faculty and staff. I’ve 
also been instrumental in adding gender 
identification to our admissions application. 
It’s finding ways we can extend community 
at Columbia. How does my work translate 
for marginalized populations? How can I 
use my voice and my privilege and access 
to make space for [traditional] communi-
ties that have been marginalized and don’t 
have a voice? Also, in our recruitment, we’re 
recruiting to marginalized populations. 
We’re recruiting to different students who 
have different abilities. We’re recruiting 
different students of different faiths. We’re 
recruiting students of different sexual orien-
tations and different gender identities. We 
want those marginalized populations to be 
part of Columbia. We want to support their 
voices. We want them to know Columbia is 
an institution [where] you can plant yourself. 
I use that in my work quite often.
How do you see the status of diversity 
and inclusion at the college?
Diversity and inclusion is always evolving. 
We should always be educating ourselves 
about different populations. I’m continually 
looking across the country and comparing 
[Columbia] to other progressive institu-
tions. I’m always listening to the needs of 
students who come to me. In the Preferred 
Gender Pronoun campaign, we’ve been 
partnering with Multicultural Affairs 
and with the Office of LGBTQ Culture & 
Community. I’m really proud of the work 
the students have done. We’re also doing 
that on a faculty level.  We’re going to [have] 
preferred gender pronoun pins for Open 
House. I’ve also asked the office of admis-
sions to mandate having our preferred 
gender pronouns on our email signature. 
[We are] creating a culture of identifying 
gender. That’s a huge topic right now, and 
Columbia’s really responded to that. We 
are also hosting the Creating Change 
Conference, the biggest LGBT confer-
ence in the country, this January. LGBT 
inclusion is a huge piece we’re working on 
right now. I’m really proud of the progress 
we’ve made.
You recently got engaged. How has that 
experience been?
It’s exciting to be a public figure in terms of 
trans equality and trans visibility as what 
my fiancé and I represent. It’s wonderful to 
have the support of Geena Rocero, Laverne 
Cox, Janet Mock and Tiq Milan. The com-
munity rallies behind us and supports us. It’s 
such a blessing my work at Columbia is part 
of a national conversation currently regard-
ing diversity and inclusion. I wouldn’t have 
it any other way than doing it at Columbia.
How do you feel about your expe-
rience speaking out for trans rights in 
the Columbia community?
I count it as a blessing and a joy to do the 
work I do and to live in this moment, time 
and space we are in culturally. We are living 
in a [defining] moment, and I am so honored 
to be part of this pivotal role and to be doing 
it at Columbia. To have the support of the 
college and to see the progressive nature 
of our institution is remarkable.
What can be done to protect LGBT-iden-
tifying people from hate crimes?
In terms of the homicide rates and murder 
rates of trans people—specifically trans 
women of color—we first have to start with 
education. That education needs to start at 
the middle school level, and then we move 
into college. It’s about visibility; it’s about 
access and self-love. It’s about someone 
not loving themselves and not being able 
to reconcile with the stigma placed upon 
them because of the binary line of gender. 
It’s about people educating themselves. 
Now, we also have to demand legislation in 
terms of protecting trans women. It’s about 
creating access and space, so we use educa-
tion as a weapon and a shield to empower 
trans women so we can stop this heinous, 
triggering line of murders of trans women. 
We have to say their names. It’s about creating 
visibility and trans people taking up space. 
It’s an onslaught to a race. The more we take 
space, we speak their names and we give life 
and authenticity to the humanities of trans 
people—we will stop the murders.
» Courtesy PRECIOUS DAVIS
Precious Davis, assistant director of Diversity Recruitment Initiatives, said she has made efforts to 
discuss issues facing the LGBT community, Including working with Miley Cyrus in the Happy Hippie 
Foundation to combat injustices facing homeless youth, LGBT youth and other marginalized groups. 
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At the Jazz Initiative’s event, 
Bobbi Wilsyn, the coordinator 
for voice and choral ensembles 
at the college, spoke about 
influential women in jazz. 
STUDENTS, FACULTY AND staff gath-
ered Oct. 15 to listen to and dis-
cuss jazz artists at the Center for 
Black Music Research in the 618 
S. Michigan Ave. Building. 
The event was the second in a 
series coordinated by the nonprofit 
organization, the Jazz Initiative.
Created by college advisor Ritch 
Barnes, the Jazz Initiative’s goal 
was to unite students and jazz 
experts to keep appreciation for 
the art form alive. 
“I don’t want to see the decline in 
[jazz] because it is such great music,” 
Barnes said. “In an effort to keep it 
alive, I am trying to educate young 
people who might be interested.” 
The Jazz Initiative will host a 
series of events throughout the 
semester, each of which will have 
a different discussion theme. The 
Oct. 15 event’s theme was women 
in jazz. 
Barnes said he chose the topic 
because he thinks female jazz sing-
ers have made great contributions 
to the genre that go undervalued.
“Most times when people talk 
about jazz, they think of male 
musicians,” Barnes said. “Women 
have contributed to jazz as much 
as men have.”
Barnes invited Bobbi Wilsyn, 
coordinator for voice and choral 
ensembles in the Music Department, 
to speak and perform at the event. 
Wilsyn started the event by sing-
ing “Like Someone in Love,” com-
posed by Jimmy Van Heusen with 
lyrics by Johnny Burke, accompa-
nied by pianist Martez Rucker.
Wilsyn and Rucker had never 
played as a duet before the event.
“That is the beauty of jazz,” 
Wilsyn said to the attendees. 
“Even if you have not had the 
opportunity to perform as a duet 
or in a small combo, you can still 
make it happen.”
Wilsyn discussed women jazz 
greats such as Ella Fitzgerald, 
Sarah Vaughan, Billie Holiday and 
Betty Carter.
Wilsyn played songs by each 
artist and discussed what made 
them unique and influential in the 
jazz community.
“I hope I have given you some 
insight on what I hear, what makes 
them different and what contrib-
utes to the fact they are identi-
fied as jazz singers,” Wilsyn said 
before singing her closing number, 
“Autumn Leaves” with accompa-
niment from Rucker.
Students who attended said 
they were excited to see Wilsyn 
perform and learn more about the 
singers presented. 
“I am a huge jazz fan,” said 
Annabelle Revak, a freshman music 
major. “I loved listening to [Wilsyn] 
sing, and to hear her sing and then 
hear Fitzgerald and others and hear 
her sing again; you could hear the 
different influences come through.”
Andrea Meza, a senior music 
major who works at the CBMR, 
said she is excited about what the 
Jazz Initiative can offer students.
“[The initiative] is an absolute 
bonus to what is already phenom-
enal here,” Meza said.
Barnes said the Initiative 
partners with Frequency TV, 
Columbia’s student-run television 
station, but he would like to involve 
more programs at the college.
“I want it to really be a collabo-
rative effort so students can benefit 
from this,” Barnes said. 
He added that he wanted to enrich 
students’ time at Columbia and com-
bine that with his love for jazz.
“I hope to have [events] going 
on until I am an old man and 
cannot do it anymore,” Barnes 
said. “There are limitless possi-
bilities for students to be part of 
this. That is what really makes 
me happy.”
» arabella breck  
CAMPUS REPORTER
Women in jazz celebrated 
by college community
 abreck@chroniclemail.com
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working on her writing and pro-
ducing skills so she could one day 
go on tour.
Dina Micelli and Liza Micelli 
will continue writing music and 
performing together and are pro-
ducing for an artist in Puerto Rico. 
Liza Micelli said she wants to con-
tinue to work with others and create 
relationships within the industry 
as a songwriter by scoring films and 
writing music for TV shows like 
“Empire.” She said she just finished 
scoring her first independent film 
and will release a new project soon.
Dina Micelli said she wants to 
become her own recording artist, 
tour and write music for TV shows.
“In life you are going to get a lot 
of ‘no,’ and people are going to tell 
you that you are not what they are 
looking for,” Dina Micelli said. “It 
doesn’t mean that you are not good 
enough at what you do, it just means 
that it is not the right opportunity 
for you. The right opportunity will 
come—it just comes with time.”
“We had extremely low turnout,” 
Henry said. “The college did very 
little to advertise the program, 
and we had a whole series of other 
challenges.”
The small size of the program 
created issues in garnering 
support for it from the college, 
Cozzens said.
“The sheer size of [the program] 
always created some undue chal-
lenges,” Cozzens said. “It was 
always compared to larger pro-
grams, and I think in many ways it 
did not receive some of the support 
the larger programs received.”
There was significant competi-
tion with local institutions when 
product design was introduced 
CAMPUS
that made it difficult to draw in 
new students, Henry said.
Several Illinois colleges have 
product design programs, includ-
ing Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale, The School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, UIC and the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, according to the 
Industrial Designers Society of 
America website. 
When a program’s admissions 
are put on hiatus, students in the 
program are notified and reas-
sured they will be able to com-
plete the program, said Senior 
Vice President and Provost Stan 
Wearden. He added that factors 
like enrollment, ability to compete, 
cost, faculty interest and availabil-
ity, and the relevance of a program 
could all influence its viability.
“We are happy to invest in a 
small program and help it grow if 
it has potential to grow,” Wearden 
said. “It was not that the program 
was small, but based on its track 
record, faculty did not feel it had 
the potential to grow.”
Wearden said the program 
would require reinvention to be 
reintroduced into Columbia’s 
curriculum after all of its current 
students graduate.
“I am supportive if the depart-
ment decides it wants to bring 
back some aspect of [product 
design] as long as it can bring it lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com  abreck@chroniclemail.com
EMPIRE, FROM PAGE 6   DESIGN, FROM PAGE 4 back in a way that is competitive,” 
Wearden said.
Dexter Morrow, a 2015 prod-
uct design alumnus and former 
president of Columbia’s IDSA 
student chapter, said the program 
allowed students to develop a wide 
array of skills, but it could have 
been improved.
“There were a couple things they 
could do to make it better and 
prepare you earlier,” said Shelby 
Sawyer, a senior design major. 
“Our portfolio class is not until the 
end of senior year. It would be a lot 
better to have it earlier on.”
Henry said because no stu-
dents are currently entering 
the program, he thinks the 
effort he put into the program 
was undervalued.
“I have done this for 15 years, 
and I am extremely disappointed,” 
Henry said. “I cannot tell you how 
much time and effort I have put 
into this and got almost nothing to 
show now as a result [of the hiatus]. 
There is a great opportunity here, 
but it takes a different approach.”
The college did very little to advertise 
the program and we had a whole series 
of other challenges. 
— Kevin Henry
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out of pizza boxes and wood—and also 
a diorama made out of eyeglass cases,” 
said Marvin Tate, an artist who has 
pieces being shown in the “Chicago Black 
Artists Show.” 
Tate also performs spoken-word pieces. 
He said he heard about the gallery on the 
West Side of Chicago and was interested 
in showcasing art there because it is where 
he grew up.
“I’ve performed in various states and 
countries, but I grew up and found my 
voice in the West Side of Chicago in the 
schoolyard,” Tate said.
The “Chicago Black Artists Show” has 
received backlash online from people who 
feel the show is racist and segregating by 
only including art created by black artists, 
Long said.
“A woman in North Lawndale made state-
ments that we just threw a show together, 
and the only thing the people had in com-
mon was they were black, and it would be 
different if we had a theme, but actually we 
did have a theme,” Long said. “We asked 
artists to respond to [the question], ‘Could 
[you] talk about the black experience?’ in 
their art.”
Long said she sent out a message on 
neighborhood websites, the center’s 
Facebook page and to some people on 
their contact list asking their opinions on 
whether the show is racist. They have been 
discussing the topic for a couple of weeks, 
Long added.
“I’m sure there are other galleries that 
do not include black, Latino or Asian-
American art,” Street said. “Something’s 
always going to be segregated, so just let 
us have our gallery.”
Street, Long and Tate all said they felt 
having a show solely including black artists 
 was important.
“When you put this many voices together 
collectively, it can be a strong community,” 
Tate said. “Collectively we’re stronger. Even 
in this so-called colorblind world we live in, 
you still have to find unity with people who 
have a similar background as you.”
Street said major media outlets should 
report shows like the “Chicago Black 
Artists Show” more often to shed light on 
black art.
“[The show] shouldn’t be tucked into the 
neighborhood it’s in, it should be broadcast 
and promoted at our school,” Street said. 
“It should be something everybody should 
know about, especially people of color.”
The “Chicago Black Artists Show” is a free 
exhibit, open Saturdays 1–4 p.m. and addi-
tional times by appointment. To set up an 
appointment, email info@urbanartretreat.
com. For more information on Marvin Tate, 
visit artistmarvintate.com.
THE CHICAGO URBAN Art Retreat Center, 
1957 S. Spaulding Ave., is hosting the “Chi-
cago Black Artists Show,” an art exhibit 
featuring work created solely by black 
artists, through Nov. 28.
“It is artists who live or work in Chicago 
and identify as black artists,” said Dianna 
Long, director and curator of the gallery 
at the CUARC. “The intention is to show 
[their work] within the context of other 
black artists.”
The show was created to join other gal-
leries in participating in Chicago Artists 
Month, which has been held in October for 
the last two decades, and this is the first 
year it has included artists getting started 
in art classes, Long said.
“We have some artists that are quite 
accomplished with extensive resumes, and 
we have artists who have studied art in 
college and have degrees,” Long said. “We 
also have outsider artists, people who are 
self-taught, who haven’t taken art classes 
and have developed their own way of 
making art.”
Long said the CUARC is involved with 
bringing awareness to social justice issues 
and giving underrepresented people oppor-
tunities to be seen.
“[Black] art is out there, and it’s been 
out there for centuries,” 
said Victoria Street, 
a senior journalism 
major and vice presi-
dent of   communications 
for Columbia’s Black 
Student Union. “[Black 
art] is underrepresented 
to those people who hav-
en’t searched for it.”
Street said art in 
Chicago is skewed 
depending on the neigh-
borhood, and places like 
Hyde Park are communi-
ties rich in black art, but 
places like Wicker Park 
are not.
“When it comes to black 
art being represented at 
Columbia, I see it a bit 
more [than in Chicago 
as a whole], but unless 
Mac and Cheese Festival to bring a Gouda time to Chicago.  » Page 18
you are in tune with art or what people 
of color are doing at Columbia, you would 
never see it,” Street said. “If we could get 
some more black pieces on a large canvas 
like [the Wabash Art Corridor], black art 
would be greatly represented in not only 
Columbia but in Chicago as well.”
The show includes a variety of different 
artistic styles, techniques and messages, 
Long added.
“I have an assemblage—a piece I made 
» zoe eitel  
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‘Chicago Black Artists Show’ 
diversifies Artists Month
zeitel@chroniclemail.com
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The “Chicago Black Artists Show” features works in various mediums 
including paintings, like this one by James V. Allen.
Artist Marvin Tate, middle, said he has creat-
ed art ranging from dioramas to spoken word 
for 35 years.
» Courtesy CHICAGO URBAN ART RETREAT CENTER
¨
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After more than a year of Rihanna teasing her new album under the moniker "#R8," it 
seems the singer's eighth album 
can finally be expected soon.
On Oct. 8, Rihanna unveiled the cover 
art and title of her upcoming album, ANTI.
The art, created by artist Roy Nachum, 
features a photograph of a young 
Rihanna with a crown covering her eyes. 
Superimposed over the image is a poem by 
Chloe Mitchel written in Braille. It's edgy, 
atmospheric and unlike anything previ-
ously released under Rihanna's name.
It is hard to believe that Rihanna hasn't 
released an album since her 2012 No. 1, 
Unapologetic. Since then, she has con-
tinued to score yet another No. 1 single 
featuring on Eminem's "The Monster," 
made headlines with her yellow, Guo 
Pei-designed gown she wore to the 2015 
Met Gala, collaborated with River Island, 
voiced a character in the 2015 flick "Home" 
and launched campaigns with MAC 
Cosmetics, Dior and PUMA. She seems 
to be just as big a pop star now as she was 
at Unapologetic's peak—if not bigger.
In an always-evolving and highly com-
petitive pop music scene, Rihanna has 
remained a constant. Other pop stars—
including elite artists like Lady Gaga and 
Beyoncé—have struggled in their careers 
to maintain success and relevancy, but 
Rihanna has always come out on top.
At the 2013 American Music Awards, 
Rihanna was awarded the first-ever 
"AMA Icon Award." When introducing 
the new award at the ceremony, Bill 
Maher named Rihanna "the voice of 
our generation"—a title most com-
monly used to describe Madonna 
during the peak of her career.
In July, the Recording Industry 
Association of America announced that 
Rihanna became the first artist to sur-
pass 100 million gold and platinum song 
certifications and the artist with the 
most digital single awards. Needless to 
say, "that Rihanna reign just won't let up."
Rihanna's biggest strength as an artist 
that allows her to maintain her global 
success is her versatility. Rihanna has a 
distinct voice that can span across nearly 
every genre—ranging from reggae to elec-
tronic, pop, R&B, hip-hop and even folk.
Rihanna is not afraid to experiment 
musically. Her first album, Music of the 
Sun, combined elements of reggae with 
pop and R&B, resulting in her breakout 
hit "Pon De Replay." Since then, she's 
experimented with pop-rock in Good 
Girl Gone Bad and Rated R,  dance pop 
in Loud and contemporary R&B in her 
most recent release, Unapologetic.
The singer has undergone several 
reinventions throughout her career. She 
has been characterized as a girl next door, 
seductress, bad girl, crazed club-goer, 
business woman and much more—all 
within the first 10 years of her career.
It is apparent that Rihanna is on 
the verge of yet another major rein-
vention. In a March interview with 
MTV, Rihanna revealed she was 
getting bored with performing a lot 
of her older songs and added that she 
wants to release songs that feel "forever" 
and "timeless" for her eighth album.
While it is still unclear when ANTI will 
drop, early releases from the album "Four 
Five Seconds," "American Oxygen" and 
"B---h Better Have My Money" all suggest 
that ANTI will be fresh and different 
from anything she has released before.
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Italian street artist 
2501 painted a mural 
for the Wabash Arts 
Corridor in July on 
the side of the Buck-
ingham Apartments, 
56 E. Van Buren St. 
His mural is part of 15 
new art installations 
that can be seen Oct. 
23 in the 2015 WAC 
crawl.
toward dystopian settings in 
young adult fiction, White said, “I 
think it’s great for young audiences 
to revisit the foundation text that 
inspired so many of those new 
dystopian novels.”
Though he was a visionary in 
many ways, Orwell might be sur-
prised by certain features of the 
new work. According to Gordon, 
the stage version of “1984” makes 
use of a variety of multimedia 
displays, including smartphones, 
tablets and video projections, in 
an attempt to mirror the current 
cultural climate.
“I thought it was important to 
look at ‘1984,’ not in terms of paper, 
but in terms of the way a lot of us 
get information now,” Gordon said.
White added that given the 
advent of cellphones and mobile 
computing, this is the first time 
in history the technology neces-
sary to make the surveillance 
state of “1984” possible exists.
Students get 10% off!
(773) 736-6960
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‘1984’ is timely —Big Brother’s threat remains
“[‘1984’] is a fictional landscape 
that closely resembles many 
aspects of the world where we’re 
living in today,” Chwedyk said. “It 
isn’t necessarily one government 
or one totalitarian system. In 
many ways, it’s corporations or 
the media.”
The term “Big Brother” has 
entered the popular lexicon as 
a shorthand for authoritarian 
power as a testament to the last-
ing impact of “1984,” according 
to Chwedyk. 
The Steppenwolf for Young 
Adult’s adaptation strives to 
bring the value of “1984” to a new 
generation that might not be as 
familiar with the book, said Hallie 
Gordon, director of the play and 
artistic producer for Steppenwolf 
for Young Adults. 
“Many kids have tried to read 
the book and found it boring or 
challenging,” Gordon said. “[When 
they] saw the play, they understood 
the world better and were able to 
go back and finish the reading.”
According to Andrew White, who 
adapted the novel for Steppenwolf, 
seeing the play in a live setting and 
being able to hold an open conver-
sation about it afterward is par-
amount to appreciating its value.
Referring to recent trends 
STEPPENWOLF FOR YOUNG Adults is 
set to open its 2015–2016 season 
with a multimedia adaptation of 
George Orwell’s landmark dysto-
pian novel “1984” Oct. 21 at the 
Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N. 
Halsted St. 
Published in 1949, “1984” grap-
ples with diverse themes, including 
the relationship between language 
and thought, the repression of indi-
viduality and the manipulation of 
information, according to Richard 
Chwedyk, an adjunct professor in 
the Creative Writing Department. 
» jake miller 
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
OCTOBER 19, 2015   THE CHRONICLE   15
Andrew White’s adaptation of “1984” was first performed at the Looking Glass Theater in 2004, but the show has 
been significantly updated for the Steppenwolf Theatre. SE
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» Courtesy STEPPENWOLF THEATER
Staff PlaylistBedtime songs
» alexander aghayere   
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Hong Kong Gorillaz 
Easy Muffin Amon Tobin 
2Wicky Hooverphonic 
All My Stars Aligned St. Vincent 
Hot Dreams Timber Timbre
All the Little Lights Passenger 
 Haunt // Bed The 1975 
Last Night I Dreamt...  The Wombats 
No Story Time Smallpools 
A Wake Macklemore & Ryan Lewis
» ethan stocking-anderson 
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Night Falls on Hoboken Yo La Tengo 
Sleeping on the Roof The Flaming Lips 
Siesta Skalpel 
So Far Away The Crusaders 
Pursuit The Malah
» katlyn tolly    
COPY EDITOR
Asleep The Smiths 
The Bells From Indian lakes 
Atlas Hands Benjamin Francis Leftwich 
Medicine Daughter 
To Be Alone Ben Howard
» zoe eitel 
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Southern California-based electronic band Goldroom is bracing to heat up Chicago with its beachy, dance-ori-
ented sounds. Following the release of its 
new single, “Waiting to Ignite,” and a set 
during Mamby on the Beach this summer, 
the band is scheduled to perform Oct. 28 
at Double Door, 1572 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Having begun as a solo project through 
producer and multi-instrumentalist Josh 
Legg, Goldroom has since blossomed to 
include a full live band. The band has toured 
the world, collaborated with Snapchat on a 
short film and been featured on MTV. The 
Chronicle spoke with Legg about his musi-
cal progression, Goldroom’s formation and 
the band’s upcoming Chicago performance.
THE CHRONICLE: What led you to 
create electronic music?
JOSH LEGG: I grew up playing the cello, 
and—not long after—[I] started to fall in 
love with rock ‘n’ roll. The first cassettes I 
bought, which sort of dates me a little bit, 
were Nirvana’s Nevermind and Pearl Jam’s 
Ten. I wasn’t really interested in electronic 
Goldroom brings SoCal sound to chilly Chicago
music at all. I actually found my way into 
electronic music sort of backwards. I was 
recording my own music, and eventually, by 
the time I got to college, I was given a copy of 
Apple’s [music recording software] Logic. 
I became interested in using keyboards to 
see what I could do using electronic sounds. 
Because I started using electronic sounds in 
my own productions to accent the guitar work 
I was doing, [I became] interested to seek out 
electronic music. That’s when I found some of 
the more accessible “poppy” electronic acts.
How did Goldroom come to be?
The first and only band that I was in before 
audiofile
fenyart@chroniclemail.com
Goldroom that saw any sort of success was 
this band called NightWaves. I wrote a lot 
of the demos that would become the first 
Goldroom songs. There came a time where 
we were going to record an album. I wrote a 
lot of songs that the band didn’t feel fit that 
project, and perhaps they were a little more 
club-friendly. I went through a period where 
I was sort of depressed because I had all of 
this music that had no home. That’s what led 
to Goldroom. I think the thing that was kind 
of interesting about the progression with 
Goldroom was that I started it as a way for 
me to DJ around [Los Angeles] and be able 
to release more dance-friendly music, but as 
time has passed, I’ve become more and more 
interested in incorporating live instrumen-
tation and transitioning from being a DJ to 
a full band.
Has living in California influenced 
your music?  How so?
It’s impossible to say that Southern 
California hasn’t influenced my music. It 
has really drastically influenced the type of 
music I make. Music was always an escap-
ist thing for me, and I was always really 
drawn to tropical motifs and anything that 
sort of brought out or evoked the ocean. 
It’s not surprising those are things people 
hear in [my] music, and I probably would 
be making music that brought those things 
out whether I had moved to California or 
stayed in Boston.
Are you ready to deal with late-October 
Chicago weather?
I did grow up in Boston, so I understand the 
winter. I’m ready for it. Southern California 
is so nice all the time, so in short bursts, I love 
to see other places. Two of the people in the 
band are Southern California natives, and 
I’m not sure if they are ready for it. My bassist 
grew up in Michigan, so he’s very ready. 
» Courtesy  REACT PRESENTS
Goldroom, is embark-
ing on their “Waiting 
to Ignite Tour,” includ-
ing an Oct. 28 stop in 
Chicago.
ARTS & CULTURE
767 S. State St. 
 Chicago, IL 60605       
 312-583-9100
Hand Cut Fries and Rings
Promotion expires Dec. 30, 2015
Free Fries and Drink when you spend 
$6.66
ARTS & CULTURE
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DO YOU KNOW AN EXCELLENT TEACHER?
OF COURSE YOU DO!
NOMINATE THEM FOR THE 
2016 EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD
FOR DETAILS PLEASE VISIT
 COLUM.EDU/CITE
QUESTIONS? EMAIL
 CITE@COLUM.EDU
NOMINATIONS ACCEPTED
 OCTOBER 5, 2015 - DECEMBER 4, 2015
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Chicago 
gets mac 
‘n’ cheesy
The winner of the Golden Noodle at the 2014 inaugural Mac and Cheese 
Festival was Kitty O’Sheas’ sweet, salty and spicy mac and cheese dish.
chance to win the prestigious 
Golden Noodle Award. 
“The Golden Noodle Award is 
given out by a combination of five 
‘foodie’ judges and people’s choice,” 
Joseph said.
The award is given for the main 
category of Best Mac and Cheese, 
and runner-up categories of Best 
Presentation and Most Creative, 
Joseph added.
One of this year’s judges is food 
blogger and food photographer 
Rachel Bires. 
“One of the PR companies work-
ing with the festival emailed me 
and asked if I’d be interested,” 
Bires said. “This is my first time 
judging food, but I’m really excited 
to do it.”
Bires said she likes the varieties 
of mac and cheese that are served 
CHICAGO RESIDENTS CAN upgrade 
from microwavable mac and 
cheese by stuffing themselves 
with the real deal at the annual 
all-you-can-eat Mac and Cheese 
Festival on Oct. 24 at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago Forum.
Organized by Melinda Joseph, 
a 2007 marketing and communi-
cations alumna and adjunct pro-
fessor in the Communication and 
Media Innovation Department, 
and co-founders Cece Gonzales 
and Ozzie Gromada Meza, the 
annual Mac and Cheese Festival, 
now in its second year, will feature 
more than 50 restaurants.
Joseph said she and Gonzales 
started an event company called 
Raymi Productions, which orga-
nizes events throughout Chicago, 
including “Taste of the Gold Coast” 
and “The Taste of Streeterville.” 
“ We loved the events but 
found it restricting to only 
be able to invite restaurants 
in Streeterville to ‘Taste of 
Streeterville’ and Gold Coast 
restaurants to ‘Taste of the Gold 
Coast,’” Joseph said. “We wanted 
to create a citywide event we 
could invite restaurants all over to 
participate [in].”
Joseph said the idea for the festi-
val came about because Gonzales, 
who is from Peru, had never tried 
macaroni and cheese and has been 
interested in the dish since mov-
ing to the U.S. in 2001.
“Last year was the first year 
[of the festival], and we were 
overwhelmed with the positive 
response we received from the 
event,” Joseph said. “This year, we 
will have two sessions—a lunch 
and a dinner—and we added the 
VIP opportunity and merchandise.”
Similar to last year’s event, the 
restaurants on this year’s lineup 
will submit their dishes for a SE
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» zoe eitel 
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at the festival.
“I would like to see a good con-
sistency with the cheese and also 
a mixture of cheeses,” Bires said. “I 
don’t want to see just regular mac 
and cheese. I want to see some 
interesting flavors.”
Kitty O’Sheas, located in The 
Hilton Chicago at 720 S. Michigan 
Ave., took home the 2014 Golden 
Noodle Award. 
“We met the creators when they 
came on a tour at [The Hilton 
Chicago], and they told us they 
were going to have a Mac and 
Cheese Festival,” said Mario 
Garcia, head chef at Kitty O’Sheas. 
“We said we would love to partic-
ipate in the event, and they didn’t 
believe that we would be inter-
ested, but we were very interested.”
Garcia said mac and cheese is 
typically considered a simple meal, 
but it can be crafted into a deli-
cious and special one.
“Last year, our idea was to 
create a dish that was inspired 
by Chicago,” Garcia said. “Our 
[mac and cheese] was created 
on the idea of Garrett’s Popcorn 
‘Chicago Mix.’”
» Courtesy MAC AND CHEESE FESTIVAL
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‘Grace of Intention’  
is photographic,  
monumental a high school student visting Columbia. “That’s the important 
power of photography. You have 
the power to change people’s per-
ception of certain things.”
Caskey, a prospective student, 
had never visited the MoCP 
before but expressed strong inter-
est in returning.
“I like to look at artwork to gauge 
how I can make myself better, and 
to gain new ideas and energy from 
the art,” she said.
As part of Columbia, the MoCP 
considers itself an educational 
institution, Grant added.
“We work with themes and con-
cepts that can be applied in the 
classroom and help students to 
engage with the world around 
them,” she said.
According to Grant, every 
exhibit the MoCP presents 
revolves around a thesis, which 
ultimately strives to educate. 
reality of the violence that has 
occurred,” Lusis said.
The MoCP is interested not 
only in photography, but also in 
the way images are captured and 
transition from one medium to the 
next, said Allison Grant, assistant 
curator and education coordinator 
at the MoCP. 
“These images have an import-
ant influence on how we perceive 
the world,” she said. “They shape 
politics, cultural production [and] 
economic production.”
According to Grant, the MoCP 
was interested in housing “Grace 
“GRACE OF INTENTION,” an exhibit 
featuring photographs from 
eight international artists at 
the Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, 600 S. Michigan 
Ave., opened Oct. 15 and will con-
tinue through Dec. 23. 
The collection on display explores 
the relationship between photog-
raphy and architecture and the 
shifting meanings that monu-
ments take on throughout time, 
according to John Lusis, assistant 
curator for the exhibit.
“Much like the way meaning 
can be ascribed to a photograph, 
meaning can also be ascribed to 
a built structure—particularly a 
monument,” Lusis said. “It can 
shift and change depending on the 
context [and] what happens to it.”
Lusis described the work of Jan 
Kempenaers, a Belgian photogra-
pher whose work is showcased at 
“Grace of Intention.” Kempenaers’ 
images document ruined rem-
nants of socialist architecture. 
These are structures that once 
stood for technological progress 
are now symptomatic of failed 
modernist ideology, Lusis said.
In a similar vein, an image 
by London photographer Nadav 
Kander shows a sculpture of a 
female figure located on a nuclear 
test site in Kazakhstan. Once 
whole, the sculpture’s limbs have 
now  decayed and fallen off.
“It’s an incredibly interesting 
picture because so many war 
monuments fail to reference the 
» jake miller 
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of Intention” because, much like 
architecture, photography is a 
medium that appears static, but 
takes on new meanings as it is 
placed in different contexts.
“[Architecture and photography] 
are both defined by light, time and 
space,” Lusis added.
The exhibit was scheduled 
to coincide with the Chicago 
Architecture Biennial, a series of 
events that celebrate architectural, 
cultural and design innovations, 
Grant said.
“I like the variety of technique 
and study,” said Ryah Caskey, 
Ruins like these represent the rise 
and fall of great human ideas, said 
Allison Grant, assistant curator 
and education coordinator at 
the Museum of Contemporary 
Photography.
» Courtesy MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY
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More than 45,000 peo-ple from all 50 states and across the globe  took over 
the streets of Chicago during the 2015 
Bank of America Chicago Marathon on 
 Oct. 11.
The Chicago Marathon is one of the six 
World Marathon Majors. The entire city 
embraces the event every year,  as evi-
denced by the more than a million non-
stop cheering spectators who supported 
family, friends, and all other runners.
A relatively flat and easy course that 
goes through  29 diverse Chicago neigh-
borhoods brings the best athletes in the 
world to the Windy City. 
During the 38th edition of the race, Ken-
ya’s Dickson Chumba won a “slow” men’s 
race in 2 hours, 9 minutes and 25 seconds, 
while his fellow Kenyan runner Florence 
Kiplagat won the women’s event with a 
time of 2 hours, 23 minutes and 33 seconds.
This year’s race will likely be remem-
bered forever by each of the 37,000 
runners who reached the finish line in 
Grant Park.
2015 chicago 
FEATURE
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Marathon
Some runners couldn’t help but 
have an emotional moment with 
family members after the race.
2015 chicago 
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photos & story by santiago covarrubias
design by alexander aghayere
Kenya’s Dickson Chumba on his 
way to breaking the tape to win the 
men’s Chicago Marathon on Oct. 11. 
Chumba won the Toykyo Marathon 
last year.
A runner faces the heat 5 miles 
before the finish line.
A competitor in stride close to 
the finish line.
More than 45,000 people from 
across the world participated in 
the 2015 Chicago Marathon. 
Marathon
Columbia’s Television Department 
and teacher at the Training Center. 
Kempf teaches “History of Sketch 
Comedy on Television” and 
“Comedy Writing” at Columbia 
and “Musical Improv” at the club.
“The expansion is exciting 
because it is going to give us room 
to offer more classes,” Kempf said. 
“We have many students that want 
certain classes, but we just can’t 
offer [them] because we don’t have 
the classrooms available.”
He said they will soon be able 
to do that, and the specialized 
classrooms will strengthen the 
learning environment, giving stu-
dents a more professional feel of 
how experts practice—something 
LeBlanc also said is important.
“It can give them more context 
for the work they do,” Kempf said. 
The expansion has begun and 
is expected to be completed by the 
end of December.
“We are giving a lot more real 
estate to collaboration and making 
it a second home.”
Call for viewings : 312-461-9707
or stop in the South Loop Club
ARTS & CULTURE
Second City to debut new Training Center soon
Renderings of The Second City expansion of its Training Center depict bleacher 
seating in its main lobby where students can relax and work. The expansion is 
expected to be completed by the end of December. 
square feet to the center, nearly 
doubling the school’s size. LeBlanc 
said there had been a lot of discus-
sion as to whether the company 
would take over AMC after it 
became vacant, especially because 
the club’s 2009 expansion proved 
to be successful.
Kerry Sheehan, president of the 
Training Center, said the lobby of 
the old movie theater will be con-
verted into a bar and restaurant 
while the theaters themselves will 
be transformed into classrooms 
and two cabarets. She also said 
new workstations with computers 
and flat screens will be added to 
give students more resources.
LeBlanc explained that the 
style of cabaret theaters are a 
mix between vaudeville style and 
typical theater—which means 
more theatricality with dance 
and music. Having these small and 
intimate raised stages will bring 
a stronger sense of collaboration 
and performance, he said.
“We are running at capacity 
right  now. [This will] give us the 
opportunity to expand programs,” 
Sheehan said.
She said the specific classrooms 
will be dedicated to certain pro-
grams offered, like production, 
acting, writing and lighting. Each 
classroom will include the appro-
priate features to help students 
in that field and have more tech-
nology than before, Sheehan said.
“[It will be] a more professional 
environment,” she said.
The expansion will also inform 
students of The Second City’s 
history and capabilities, said 
Tyler Dean Kempf, a professor in 
COMEDY STUDENTS ARE likely to feel 
more at home in the soon-to-be-
expanded Training Center at The 
Second City comedy club, taking 
over space formerly occupied by 
AMC Loews Piper’s Alley movie 
theater complex. 
The Second City announced on 
Oct. 8 it will expand the second 
floor of its Training Center, located 
at 230 W. North Ave., to include 
more classrooms, programs, the-
aters and improv performances. 
Anthony LeBlanc, associate 
artistic director of the Training 
Center, and also a teacher, direc-
tor and actor on the main stage of 
The Second City, said the Training 
Center’s expansion will benefit 
students by adding more commu-
nal space and programs.
“We are collaborative by nature,” 
LeBlanc said.
LaBlanc said students will also 
have plenty of space to hang out 
between classes or to work on 
projects in the school—things the 
building currently lacks adequate 
space for.
“We have gotten so large we con-
stantly [have] to turn away propos-
als for shows over things students 
would like to try out,” LeBlanc 
said. “Now with more theaters, 
there will be more performance 
spaces available for students to put 
up their own independent shows 
[and] improv groups.”
The location will add 25,000 
» ariel parrella-aureli  
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“More card games are coming to 
light and people are getting back 
into it,” Thach said.
This may be the case for Deal 
With It, which has reached several 
college communities in Europe 
and throughout the U.S. using 
social media, Loeffler said. 
“The response we have had has 
been absolutely phenomenal,” 
Snook said.
The team also shared news of an 
improvement to the new version 
of the card game. The production 
company is adding a UV filter so 
the cards will not get ruined when 
alcohol spills on them. 
Snook is impressed with the 
attention the game has received 
through Kickstarter, especially 
because it is easily accessible.
“Kickstarter is available every-
where in the world, so this is really 
diverse,” Snook said. “Anybody can 
buy the game.”
ARTS & CULTURE
‘Deal With It’ brings 
cards back to the table
From left, Vincent Loeffler, Adam 
Snook, and a rule card from Deal 
With It EXPLICIT, which comes in an 
all-red deck, whereas the original 
game version is black.
humorous games to create a 
unique, fun structure, Snook said. 
Specific cards force players to do 
funny things that are meant to be 
embarrassing and emphasize the 
social drinking atmosphere.
Snook said the game’s rules and 
subjects are written on the cards 
to make gameplay easier—an idea 
the creators drew from Cards 
Against Humanity. 
“When drinking, the game can 
be hard, but if the rules are on the 
cards, then you can just pick it up 
and get on to playing,” Snook said.
While in Austria, the duo cre-
ated a preliminary version and 
tested it with Austrian college stu-
dents, who responded positively 
and loved the game, Snook said. 
“It was something the European 
market hadn’t really experienced 
before,” Snook said.
It was Loeffler’s idea to fund the 
project through Kickstarter, and 
both creators said the campaign 
has been successsful thus far. 
The first Kickstarter ran from 
May to June of 2015, making 
£7,500—around $11,600—in only 
40 days.
“After all that hard work, it was 
really nice to see a big backing 
from the community,” Snook said.
After a triumphant debut, the 
creators revisited Kickstarter to 
create new versions of the game. 
Deal With It 2016 and Deal With 
It EXPLICIT are new variations of 
gameplay and have 162 cards—an 
increase from the game’s original 
deck of 52. Loeffler and Snook said 
the game’s audience asked for 
more cards when critiquing its 
first version.
Deal With It 2016 and EXPLICIT 
are fundraising on Kickstarter 
through Nov. 8. The project has 
raised more than $13,000—sur-
passing their intended goal $7,600.
Kenny Thach, a sophomore 
theatre major, said games such 
as Cards Against Humanity have 
impacted college communities as 
a social event.
“It is a way college students 
can bring themselves together 
and have fun over these touchy 
subjects being brought to light 
through satire and comedy that 
people usually would not talk 
about,” Thach said.
Thach said online and mobile 
gaming have reduced the popu-
larity of card games,  but humor-
ous games like Cards Against 
Humanity and Deal With It are 
bringing cards back to the table. 
CARDS AGAINST HUMANITY, the pop-
ular Chicago-based card game 
played by college students and 
millennials, now has a rival in a 
new card game called Deal With 
It, which is rising in popularity.
To play Deal With It, players 
draw one rule card and one action 
card, and each player must follow 
the card’s instructions. If the play-
ers cannot do what is on the table, 
they drink as punishment.
Meant for people who love 
drinking games and teasing their 
friends, the game was created 
in May 2015 and funded solely 
through crowd-funding platform 
Kickstarter, according to creators 
Adam Snook and Vincent Loeffler. 
University students in the 
United Kingdom and Germany 
respectively, Snook and Loeffler 
tackled different aspects of creat-
ing the card game. Snook, a native 
of Bristol and a student there, is the 
artistic director and handles the 
visuals and mechanics. Loeffler, a 
German business student, handles 
the business side of the game, such 
as supplier and customer relations. 
Snook said Deal With It derives 
inspiration from his first year at 
university, when he would play 
drinking games in his dorm.
“We were playing these games 
like Kings and Ring of Fire, but 
you could only have 10 or so cards 
at a time,” Snook said in a phone 
interview. “I thought, ‘What can 
I do to switch it up?’”
Snook, a third-year student 
majoring in media and film, met 
Loeffler while studying abroad in 
Austria. After Snook presented 
his idea for the card game, the 
two teamed up to make the game 
a reality. 
Deal With It derives from 
aspects of word games like Cards 
Against Humanity and mixes 
them with hand games and other 
» ariel parrella-aureli  
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meCHECK         OUT HOW OFTEN DO YOU  WASH YOUR DENIM?
“Once a month, because I 
have so much clothing. I just 
dirty up all my clothes and 
ship them off to the laundro-
mat once a month .”
Christopher Skobel 
senior design major
“I think every two 
wears, but if they 
are not dirty I 
will wear them a 
few times before I 
wash them.”
Raina McKinley 
junior photography major
“It depends on how often I wear 
them throughout the week. 
Honestly, probably the third or 
fourth time I wear them.”
Zoe Vulgamott  
freshman fashion studies major
¨
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
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TOUR THE 
COMMUNITY, 
LEASE TODAY!
Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
  Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis 28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com
The Infinite is located one block from the 
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from 
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in 
the heart of downtown Chicago. 
Students will have the convenience of 
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters) 
and have multiple mass transit lines 
at their fingertips. 
Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details
SURROUND YOURSELF
37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331
Check out the new virtual tour here:
 https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/. 
Call our oce at 312.283.3331 to inquire 
about tour information.
TOUR THE 
COMMUNITY, 
LEASE TODAY!
For students looking for student apartments near 
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University, 
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a 
prime spot for college commuters.
Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library 
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink, 
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student 
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s 
local shops and social activities.
SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com
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Brown Sugar Cookies
 lfoglia@chroniclemail.com
•November 22nd
•November 29th
•December 6th 
•December 13th
NO FEE NO PENALTY
Evanston, IL • Racine, WI
GET STARTED WITH 4 SUNDAY CLASSES
Become an Acupuncturist in as little as 2 ½ years!
S
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T
Try our 
Accelerated Start Program              
risk free for 2 classes
of Oriental Medicine
Midwest College
call 800-593-2320 or
Visit www.acupuncture.edu  
A
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1601 Sherman Ave 3rd Floor Evanston, IL 60201
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Ingredients: 
2 cups flour 
2 cups sugar 
1 15-ounce can pumpkin 
½ 1 teaspoon salt
½ 1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon.
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon ground cloves
1 stick unsalted butter
2 large eggs
IT IS FALL baking season, and that 
means adding pumpkin to every 
pastry I can think of. Pumpkin 
is one of my favorite squashes to 
cook with because it keeps my 
baked goods moist while giving 
them a unique color and flair.
 This easy pumpkin bread 
recipe is taken from Jenn Segal, 
a popular baker and Internet 
blogger with a knack for crafting 
delicious  pumpkin cuisine.
 Segal’s recipe is one of my go-to 
solutions when I’m in need of a 
simple pastry idea. I often bake 
several loaves at a time, keeping 
them in the freezer for family 
parties and Sunday morning 
breakfasts. Don’t be afraid to try 
toasting your pumpkin bread. Add 
peanut butter or a tasty  jam to the 
top for the ultimate indulgence. 
Directions:
1. In a medium mixing bowl, 
combine flour, spices, baking 
soda, baking powder and salt. 
2. In a separate bowl, combine 
butter and sugar. Beat mixture  
until puree appears grainy.
3. Continue stirring. Add 
eggs and pumpkin puree 
separately to the mixture. 
4. Beat until mixture ap-
pears grainy. 
5. Fold in dry ingredients 
6. Grease a 9 x 5 loaf pan 
and add entire mixture. 
7. Bake at 325 degrees for 
65 minutes or until tooth-
pick comes out clean. 
Recipe
Quick ‘n’ Easy
Pumpkin
 Bread
A Traditional French Brasserie
on Michigan Ave
A modern and casual destination for breakfast,
lunch and dinner, as well as weekend brunch,
Brasserie’s menu options range from American
classics to authentic French favorites.
800 S Michigan Ave  |  Chicago, IL 60605  |  312.431.1788
brasseriebylm.com                             
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Garcia said Kitty O’Sheas’ dish 
included cheddar mac and cheese 
layered with corn bread, drizzled 
with salted caramel and garnished 
with spicy onions. 
Kitty O’Sheas will enter the 
Golden Noodle competition 
again this year, but Garcia could 
not reveal much about the dish 
because the recipe is a secret.
“[This year’s dish] will have a 
little bit of the same tricks we did 
before,” Garcia said. “We have 
a garden on our rooftop, and we 
have a couple beehives, so our mac 
CHEESE, FROM PAGE 18  
Other current issues “1984” 
seeks to address on stage include 
the NSA leaks, election season 
and climate change, White said. 
Chwedyk cited the potential for 
science fiction to function as a last-
ing vehicle for social commentary.
“More than it is a literary form, 
science fiction is a way of looking 
at the world,” Chwedyk said. “It 
offers an opportunity to exaggerate 
certain aspects of a society and put 
them to the test.”
White echoed that view, stress-
ing how “1984” traces human 
social proclivities to their furthest 
logical conclusion.
“Even if we were to enter a 
utopia next week—if the train 
of the universe left us off at that 
stop—we would still read ‘1984,’” 
Chwedyk said. “We would still 
read stories about people who feel 
strongly and passionately about 
the human condition.”
“1984” opens at the Steppenwolf 
Theater Oct. 21 and will continue 
through Nov. 20. Tickets are $20 
Visit www.steppenwolf.org for 
more information. 
 dmiller@chroniclemail.com
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and cheese is going to have a little 
honey from those beehives.”
Joseph said the event is set to 
return again next year, and the 
festival is growing each year. 
“I think it was a genius idea to 
come up with the Mac and Cheese 
Festival, especially in the City of 
Chicago, [which] is known for great 
food,” Garcia said.
Tickets for the event are $60, 
and VIP tickets are $100. They are 
available for purchase at macan-
dcheesechicago.com or at the UIC 
box office. 
“More than ever before, we’ve 
seen a tremendous proliferation of 
images that are constantly calling 
out to us,” she said. “These images 
have an important influence on 
how we perceive the world.”
“Grace of Intention” opened 
at the MoCP on Oct. 15 and runs 
through Dec. 23 with free admis-
sion.  An opening reception will be 
held on Oct. 23. Visit www.mocp.
org for a complete program and 
more information.
Video: “Barack 
Obama- ‘Back to 
Back’ (@Drake 
Spoof)”
Blog: “Inky 
Collective”
YouTube user Alphacat repris-
es his role as President Barack 
Obama to spoof rapper Drake’s 
infamous Meek Mill diss track 
“Back to Back” as a diss of presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump, 
singing “Trump’s the type of dude 
that makes the world poor, but is 
the world poor or your soul poor?” 
in true Drake style.
Calling Columbia artists—The 
“Inky Collective” will fulfill your 
creative cravings, as it is made 
“for makers, by makers” to find 
and share inspiration. Founded by 
Jen Wright in 2014, the blog fea-
tures interviews from designers, 
reviews of creative workshops 
and advice on how to run a startup 
business in the creative industry. 
Fat Rice: 
Located in Logan Square, Fat Rice 
has an amazing brunch and dinner 
menu. According to the Bon Appé-
tit website, this was the fourth Best 
New Restaurant in America in 2013. 
Just get one of everything!
Small Cheval: 
This Wicker Park restaurant is a 
new and affordable burger joint. Be-
sides its delicious burgers, shakes 
and tap cocktails are definitely  the 
highlight of his place. Sit on the 
outdoor patio before it’s too late. 
It is a run-off of the upscale Au Cheval 
we all wish we could eat at on a regular 
basis but can’t afford. 
Mott St.: 
Try the kimchi. Its menu changes a lot, 
too, so it’s always a new experience. Sit 
on their beautiful patio before it gets 
too cold. It’s just a five-minute walk 
from Wicker Park. 
Parson’s Chicken & Fish: 
Located in Logan Square, this is anoth-
er place to visit before it gets too cold. 
Its oysters are great, the chicken is de-
licious and they make negroni slush-
ies. You can also bring your dog to their 
amazing patio. 
Oiistar: 
It has the best ramen cuisine in the city. 
Located in Wicker Park, I have gone 
many times and always get the oiimen 
ramen. It is so good! I think Oiistar has 
to be one of the top five restaurants in 
Chicago.
» santiago covarrubias
PHOTO EDITOR
Bang for your buck:
Saving money is ideal when you have 
bills, textbooks, and ramen to save up 
for. Chicago has taught me to prioritize 
my money. I’d rather spend money on 
a two-minute cab ride during the polar 
vortex than save it for a bite to eat.
How to dress:
With the weather changing every hour, I 
learned to prepare for any situation. Not 
only do I have my winter coat on me, but 
I also have on underneath a sweater, car-
digan, and a t-shirt. I’ll even layer a blazer 
in case I have a job interview!
Punctuality:
There are so many neighborhoods to 
explore in this beautiful city like Pilsen, 
Wicker Park and Uptown. Since all my 
friends live in every direction possible, 
I have learned to stay punctual by map-
ping my commute an hour before I leave 
my house.
Choosing your friends wisely: 
Not only does Chicago have many plac-
es to eat, but this city is known for their 
delicious deep dish pizza and hot dogs. I 
have learned to never trust anybody who 
eats deep dish with a fork or puts ketch-
up on their hot dog.
Appearing intellectual:
The best skill that will never fail is to ap-
pear confident and smarter than you ac-
tually are. With tourists running around 
every block, I am better off appearing to 
know to refer to the “Bean” as the Cloud 
Gate. Don’t get me started on this so-
called Willis Tower. 
» dolly nguyen
PHOTO EDITOR
netflix scares 
to peep this 
halloween
“The Taking of Deborah Logan”:
This movie always scares me pretty bad-
ly. I’ve seen it four or five times, and I 
jump every time. If you’re into demonic 
movies that are POV-oriented, then this 
movie is the way to go. 
“Insidious: Chapter 2”:
The second installment of the “Insidi-
ous” series picks up where the first mov-
ie ends. This movie is scarier than peo-
ple want to admit. The eerie music that 
goes along with its obvious jump scares 
makes it worth watching.
“The Omen” (1976):
Speaking of throwbacks, the original 
version of “The Omen” is surprisingly a 
good film to watch and is just frightening 
overall. The original demonic possession 
movie, “The Omen” focuses specifical-
ly on a boy who may or may not be the 
anti-Christ. It’ll scare you, trust me. 
“The Fourth Kind”:
This is another good movie if you like 
strange, plot-twisting thrillers that will 
confuse you at the end. This one is based 
on the true story of a psychiatrist living 
in Northern Alaska dealing with a group 
of patients seemingly suffering from 
sleep deprivation. 
“The Woman in Black 2: Angel of 
Death”:
This movie hinges on very well-timed 
jump scares and creepy interactions. 
It’s definitely worth  watching, especial-
ly if you’ve seen the first one. This is my 
favorite movie on the list—by far—and 
there is never a dull moment. 
» evan bell
PHOTO EDITOR
reasons chicago 
helped me survive 
adulthood
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coffee 
withdrawal
senator 
lincoln chafee
Since I’ve started working at The 
Chronicle, I’ve gotten into the habit 
of drinking at least one cup of coffee 
every day. But when I have class be-
fore I get to go into the office and visit 
my drawer of 10,000 K-Cups, I end up 
getting a caffeine withdrawal head-
ache and yawning so much my eyes 
water. Hi, my name is Zoë, and I’m a 
coffee addict.
Former Rhode Island governor and 
U.S. Sen. Lincoln Chafee (D-RI) gave 
a very vanilla performance at the re-
cent Democratic presidential debate. 
When asked about his vote to repeal 
the Glass-Steagall Act, Chafee’s re-
sponse—paraphrased of course—was, 
“It was my first day, and I didn’t know 
what was going on,” and he didn’t really 
say much after that. On the bright side, 
he’s not Donald Trump. 
random
random
» zoe eitel  
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER 
» frank enyart  
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“supers & 
associates” 
pilot
“your love” by 
mick jenkins
Anna Akana’s new original pilot of 
“Supers and Associates” was released 
Oct. 5 on YouTube. The dry humor and 
“The Office” documentary style made 
the show worth watching until the end. 
Anna has a great directing style and 
her scripts are always very clever and 
well-written. The characters’ person-
alities can be a bit campy, but they’re 
still very relatable.
Mick Jenkins dropped the video for his 
track “Your Love” this past week. The 
video featured Mick dressed up like a 
late ‘70s pimp, driving around the city 
in a Cadillac with his friends chas-
ing after girls. The video also features 
some hilarious moments including his 
fake mustache falling onto the ground 
and a box of uneaten chocolates being 
wasted. Go on Mick’s Twitter to check 
out the video.
film
film
» dolly nguyen 
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mort aux 
vaches by peter 
broderick
“f--k it” by 
tyler, the 
creator
I can always count on Peter Broderick 
to slow things down and bring me back 
into view of a more classical approach 
to concentration. With three sessions 
in the album and each song between 15-
20 minutes, it sets up a whole narrative 
that is more genuine after every listen. 
The album is definitely in a small niche 
category but worth a listen—”Session 
I” is my favorite. 
Tyler, The Creator dropped a single on 
Oct. 12 in light of the Camp Flog Gnaw 
Carnival he is throwing on Nov. 14 and 
his recent ban from touring  the U.K. To 
cut to the chase, it’s great and I’m very 
suprised. His rap style is aggressive 
and, to be honest, slightly nostalgic. He 
delivers some of his most coherent and 
thought-out rhymes I’ve heard in years 
on this track. My hopes are that this be-
comes a trend for the wild MC.
music
music
» colin king  
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french girls
fabulous: 
motivate me!
This app is dedicated to making your 
life better, as simple as that. There are 
four health goals to pick from, and I 
chose to be more productive and fo-
cused. This app is essentially a glori-
fied to-do list and alarm clock hybrid, 
reminding you to do your homework, 
drink water, or go to bed. I suppose 
there really is an app for everything, 
but I don’t like the idea of relying on 
my phone to be a productive person.
“French Girls” is an app where users 
can upload selfies and draw portraits 
of strangers’ uploads. The app’s title 
is supposedly taken from “Titanic’s” 
famous movie line, “Draw me like one 
of your French girls.” I cannot fully 
relate to the app because I am not an 
artistic expert, but I do enjoy viewing 
some of the incredible creations and 
realistic portraits.
app
app
» katlyn tolly  
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Prison reform bill 
keeps jobs locked up
One in four of the world’s prison-ers are incarcerated in the U.S., yet the U.S. only comprises 5 
percent of the world’s total population. 
The disproportionately high numb er of 
prisoners in the U.S. can be attributed 
to its unusually harsh punishments 
for nonviolent offenders—particularly 
those convicted of drug charges.
In early October, a bipartisan group 
of legislators led by Sen. Chuck Grassley 
(R-IA) and Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) 
introduced a new Senate bill aimed at 
advancing prison reform and lower-
ing the costs of the prison system. 
The bill introduces a variety of nec-
essary changes related to convictions 
of drug-related felonies. It seeks to limit 
the use of mandatory 10-year sentences 
and reduce mandatory minimum 
sentences for drug-related offenses. 
Freshman year is many students’ first time living alone in a major city, pre-senting a unique set of challenges.
Staying safe in Chicago goes beyond 
walking with a group of friends after 
dark and keeping valuables out of sight. 
In the past, first-year and transfer ori-
entation sessions included an optional 
20–30 minute lecture that provided 
information about staying safe while 
navigating city life. This year, the 
college took a different approach.
Rather than restricting all safety 
education to an optional module, it 
was implemented throughout several 
The bill would also allow nonviolent 
drug offenders to receive sentences less 
than the mandatory minimum by broad-
ening the “safety valve,” the exceptions 
to mandatory minimum sentencing 
laws. Julie Stewart, president of Families 
Against Mandatory Minimums, called 
the bill “the most significant sentencing 
reform legislation in a generation.” 
The passage of the bill would benefit 
both prisoners and taxpayers. The U.S. 
government spends $80 billion federally 
on prison operations nationwide each year. 
Taxpayers contribute an estimated $260 
per capita on prisons annually, according 
to a report by The Hamilton Project. 
However, when those prisoners are 
released, there must be support pro-
vided to ensure they do not return to 
prison. If passed, the bill would boost 
incentives for prisoners to take part 
programs all new students participate in, 
such as orientation, Welcome Week events 
and mandatory First-Year Experience 
“Big Chicago” courses. Sessions at the 
Office of Campus Safety & Security are 
also being held during New Student 
Commons to familiarize students with 
on-campus resources for staying safe. 
Students who live off campus were 
given information about staying safe while 
commuting, while students who reside on 
campus were given information relative to 
staying safe in the dorms, according to Kari 
Sommers, associate dean of Student Life.
This new approach will continue to 
in drug rehabilitation programs, an 
important provision, but the Senate is 
ignoring what happens to the nation’s 
prisoners after their release.
Some 68 percent of prisoners are 
arrested again within three years of being 
released from prison, according to the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics. High rates 
of recidivism in the U.S. can be correlated 
with the difficulties a prisoner faces after 
being released. A prisoner will face 44,000 
collateral consequences of imprisonment 
after release, including obstacles related 
to obtaining food stamps, access to public 
housing and working in sectors such as 
finance, the military and many government 
contractors, according to a 2009 report by 
the American Bar Association. Educational 
and work-placement programs inside 
prisons should be strengthened to help 
former prisoners conquer these obstacles.
In 2008, the Urban Institute inter-
viewed 740 male former prisoners. Eight 
months after being released, only 45 per-
cent held a job, and 65 percent had been 
employed at some point. Former prisoners 
who were employed had a much lower 
chance of returning to prison, according 
to the study. As many as 60 percent of 
former prisoners do not find employment 
within a year of being released, according 
to a joint survey by the Ella Baker Center 
for Human Rights, Forward Together and 
benefit students immensely. Instead of 
providing concentrated information in 
a brief and optional orientation session, 
presenting safety information through 
varying mediums—such as self-defense 
classes and real-life scenarios in “Big 
Chicago” courses—is much more likely 
to resonate with students after their first 
weeks on campus. Providing informa-
tion in Big Chicago courses is especially 
beneficial because it is a smaller group 
and the safety education is integrated by 
orientation leaders and staff members. 
For example, when the course travels 
on the el, the leader provides tips about 
riding transit at night, such as boarding 
the first car to be closer to the conductor.
The expansive and integrated safety 
education is important for incoming 
students, but continuing students at 
the college might not be as educated 
about scenario-specific safety, as well 
Research Action Design. The study also 
found that 76 percent of respondents said 
it was “very difficult” or “nearly impos-
sible” to find work after being released. 
The Urban Institute study also reported 
only 53 percent of respondents were 
employed while in prison, while 20 percent 
reported that no employment or education 
programs were available to them in prison. 
Increasing the accessibility of these 
programs would give prisoners the oppor-
tunity to enhance their skill sets and leave 
prison prepared to enter the workforce.
The post-prison employment crisis 
can also be addressed after prisoners are 
released. Illinois is one of 19 states with 
laws that support the “Ban the Box” cam-
paign, which mandates employers remove 
the section on job applications that asks if 
the applicant has ever been imprisoned or 
convicted of a felony. “Ban the Box” laws 
prohibit employers from asking about an 
applicant’s criminal history in the early 
stages of an interview, reserving those 
questions for later in the hiring process.
The Sentencing Reform and Corrections 
Act is a positive step toward reform-
ing the criminal justice system and 
lowering prison costs. However, there 
must be proper support to ensure for-
mer prisoners can find employment 
and can integrate into society so they 
do not end up back behind bars.
as what to do in emergency situations.
A total of 37 on-campus crimes and 25 
crimes on public property were reported 
in 2014 for Columbia, according to the 
college’s 2014–2015 Annual Crime & Fire 
Safety Report. Sex offenses and burglaries 
were the most common types of crimes 
reported on campus, while drug arrests 
and robberies were the most common 
offenses to occur on public property.
Certain crimes require specific pre-
cautions that can be taken in an effort to 
avoid being robbed or harmed. Campus 
Security sends email blasts after a crime 
occurs, but the emails often provide 
repetitive and generalized information. 
Providing more specific safety tips in the 
emails would be an effective way to reach 
all students with meaningful information. 
The college should seek opportunities to 
educate continuing students about the 
realities of living on an urban campus.
editorial
Approach to campus safety 
should reach all students
editorial
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Bumble dating 
app is all buzz
Western, secular 
violence just 
as destructive 
as religious 
violence
Dating can be hard for feminists, but there’s now an app for that, according to founder and CEO 
of the Bumble app, Whitney Wolfe. 
Bumble works like popular dating apps 
Tinder and Grindr but with a key differ-
ence, company executives say. Unlike 
competing apps, Bumble’s matches 
only last 24 hours and in opposite-sex 
matches, the woman must make the 
first move by initiating conversation.
“We think [Bumble] is actually going to 
have significant social change and push 
social change in a real way,” Wolfe said 
in a Sept. 29 interview on “The Daily 
Show with Trevor Noah.” “[Bumble] will 
empower the woman. It will take the pres-
sure off the man, and it will really create a 
significant shift that we are waiting for.”
The app was released in November 
2014 but gained attention in this 
September when Bumble spon-
sored filters on Snapchat with 
phrases like “Searching for bae.” 
I am a single, college-aged woman who 
understands the struggles of dating and 
I firmly believe in equality between men 
and women in every part of life. I fit the 
mold of this app’s target demographic, 
Mental illness, video games and lax gun laws are frequently blamed for mass violence on 
American soil, but when violence occurs 
overseas, many are quick to point the 
finger at religion for condoning extremism.
In his 2007  essay “Does Religion Cause 
Violence?” William T. Cavanaugh pro-
posed that pitting “rational and irra-
tional, secular and religious, Western 
and Muslim is not simply descriptive, 
but helps to create the opposition 
that it purports to describe.”
This “us versus them” mindset serves 
to polarize us against the Middle East. 
Religious violence is a worldwide problem, 
but our preoccupation with it blinds us 
to the nationalistic and patriotic vio-
lence committed by Western nations.
Religion is most often equated with 
terror organizations like al-Qaeda and 
ISIS, which are seen as motivated by a 
higher power to carry out heinous acts 
when, in fact, their actions are more 
complex and have multiple motivations.  
According to Cavanaugh, this form of 
oversimplification can be dangerous.
One manifestation of this simplistic 
thinking is in Islamophobia, which is, 
unfortunately, all too common. Fifty 
percent of Americans said they believe 
the Islamic religion is more likely to 
encourage violence than others, according 
to a 2014 Pew Research Center survey. 
and in theory, I should want to download 
it and start swiping away—but I do not.
I neither hate all dating apps nor the ideals 
this app is supposedly supporting. Women 
should be able to ask men out without 
getting slut-shamed or seeming too eager.
Instead of transforming dating, 
though, Bumble is like a huge, virtual 
Sadie Hawkins dance. Wolfe even 
said in a Sept. 25 Forbes article that 
she researched the Sadie Hawkins 
dance while developing Bumble.
The Sadie Hawkins dance—and in 
turn, Bumble—was based on the idea 
that women should take the initiative 
in dating. However, both the dance 
and Bumble play into societal gender 
norms and roles instead of changing 
them. They both promote the idea that 
women cannot be confident on their 
own, so they need a special platform 
to encourage them to ask men out. 
With past gender inequality issues like 
property ownership and current ones 
like wage inequality, it’s clear that social 
movements can create change. This app 
feels less like a catalyst and more like it is 
fostering separate but equal opportunities 
for women to take the lead in dating.
Religion and violence should not 
be synonymous, considering that 
Western values—including secular-
ism—can incite violence as well.
In his essay, Cavanaugh asserts 
that, “so-called secular ideologies and 
institutions like nationalism and liber-
alism can be just as absolutist, divisive, 
and irrational as so-called religion.”
Americans and the Western World 
should consider why extremism is 
attributed solely to religious zealots when 
secular organizations, including the U.S. 
defense agencies, have also been respon-
sible for substantial civilian casualties 
and war crimes like waterboarding.
Acts undertaken in defense can have 
tragic consequences. On Oct. 3, an 
American airstrike killed at least 22 
civilians at a trauma hospital operated 
by Doctors Without Borders in Kunduz, 
Afghanistan.  Of the 22 known dead, 10 
were patients, including three chil-
dren. There were 37 total injured in the 
attack,  and 24 staff members’ bodies still 
have not been recovered. Doctors Without 
Borders President Meinie Nicolai has 
called the attack “abhorrent and a grave 
violation of International Humanitarian 
Law,” contending that the U.S. deliberately 
targeted a hospital. The organization 
has called for a full-scale investigation.
Too often, we dismiss civilian casualties 
as the price of war without reckoning the 
commentary
commentary
Another problem is the assumption that 
if women initiate contact, there will be less 
creepy and inappropriate messaging com-
pared to other dating apps. In a May 15 Time 
Magazine article, Charlotte Alter praised 
Bumble’s messaging model for reducing 
these kinds of messages. A woman mes-
saging first will not change whether some 
guy is ignorant or a misogynist , however, 
Bumble will probably attract men who 
are more socially aware, based on the 
app’s premise, but that does not mean 
the creeps of Internet dating are gone.
In a July 27 opinion piece on Fusion, 
Hannah Smothers said any dating app 
can be a feminist dating app if the users 
are communicating with respect. I agree 
that achieving equality in dating and in 
life has less to do with an app concept and 
more to do with how people interact.
Bumble itself is problematic, but 
the ideas it has brought to the table 
about feminism, gender equality and 
the societal norms of dating are worth 
discussing openly. Let’s hope it creates 
a dialogue about these issues that could 
lead to real and lasting social change.
moral consequences of acts that are justified 
as defensive measures. An estimated 26,000 
civilians were killed during the Afghanistan 
War from 2001–2014. The Iraq War, which 
dragged on from 2003–2011, killed an esti-
mated 144,300–500,000 civilians. 
These alarming statistics rarely reso-
nate with the American public, and few 
would accuse the U.S. military of terrorist 
acts. The motivations behind those wars 
are highly controversial to this day but can 
be seen as guided by a belief in American 
exceptionalism—that the US has the right 
to extend its influence worldwide because 
of the moral superiority of its values. It is 
an ideology that some Americans believe 
in so strongly that their nationalism 
might be seen as a form of fanaticism.
Acknowledging occasions of the U.S. 
military’s misuse of power does not equate 
the military with ISIS, al-Qaeda and other 
extremist groups whose core missions 
are destruction. Equating Islam with 
ISIS and seeing secular violence as more 
acceptable because it is not motivated 
by holy texts, higher beings or promises 
of an afterlife or reward creates both 
a moral blindspot and an “us vs. them 
mentality” that forecloses any prospect of 
peace. It is simplistic thinking with tragic 
consequences that plunges us in a nev-
er-ending cycle of violence and retaliation.
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Former CPS CEO pleads guilty to fraud
FORMER CEO OF Chicago Public Schools Bar-
bara Byrd-Bennett pleaded guilty to one 
count of wire fraud in federal court Oct. 13. 
Originally indicted on 20 counts of fraud, 
Byrd-Bennett took a plea deal that dis-
missed the other 19 counts. Byrd-Bennett 
was arraigned at Everett M. Dirksen U.S. 
Courthouse, 219 S. Dearborn St. Her next 
court appearance is scheduled for Jan. 27. 
Byrd-Bennett is accused of using her posi-
tion within CPS to assign no-bid contracts 
totaling $23 million in exchange for $2.3 
million in kickbacks, as reported Oct. 9 by 
the Chicago Tribune. 
Byrd-Bennett worked for SUPES Entities, 
owned and operated by Chief Executive 
Officer Gary Solomon and President Thomas 
Vranas, from the summer of 2011 through 
April 2012, according to the  indictment.               
Solomon and Vranas were arraigned 
Oct. 14, and pleaded not guilty to multiple 
counts of fraud, as reported Oct. 14 by the 
Chicago Tribune. 
SUPES Academy and Synesi Associates, 
collectively referred to in the indictment as 
SUPES Entities, offer professional develop-
ment opportunities for school administrators 
and education consulting services. 
When Byrd-Bennett began working as a 
consultant for CPS in early May 2012, she 
began advocating to approve contracts with 
SUPES Entities in exchange for kickbacks, 
according to the indictment records.
“I have tuition to pay and casinos to visit,” 
Byrd-Bennett said in an email, according to 
court documents. 
The indictment alleges that Byrd-Bennett, 
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
Former Chicago Public Schools 
CEO Barbara Byrd-Bennett exits 
the Dirksen Federal Building 
following her Oct. 13 arraignment.
» mckayla braid  
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Solomon and Vranas hid their ongoing part-
nership from CPS and the Chicago Board of 
Education by creating a letter addressed to 
Byrd-Bennett falsely terminating her as of 
April 30, 2012. 
Byrd-Bennett said in an email to CPS 
employees she formally resigned from her 
position at SUPES Academy before  accept-
ing her job at CPS and she received no finan-
cial benefit from the work between SUPES 
Academy and CPS. But SUPES Entities 
planned to disguise her payments as a sign-
ing bonus when she would ultimately return 
to work for  them down the line, according to 
court documents. 
“It is our assumption the distribution will 
serve as a signing bonus if you return to 
SUPES/Synesi,” Soloman told Byrd-Bennett 
in an email. “If you join us for the day, you 
will be the highest paid person on the planet 
for that day.” 
Following her Oct. 14 arraignment, Byrd-
Bennett apologized to the children, their 
families and educators involved with CPS. 
“I am terribly sorry, and I apologize to 
them. They deserved much more, much 
more than I gave to them,” she said after 
her arraignment.
Kelley Quinn, a spokeswoman for Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel, said in an Oct. 13 statement:
“Today, Barbara Byrd-Bennett took 
responsibility for putting her own financial 
gain ahead of what was in the best interest 
of  the children she pledged to serve. This 
continues to be a matter for the courts. The 
Mayor and [CPS] leadership will continue 
to focus on our students, teachers and prin-
cipals so we can continue the progress that 
is being made in classrooms across the City 
and enact further safeguards to help prevent 
this type of abuse from happening again.” 
Sarah Chambers, a special education 
teacher for CPS, said the indictment did not 
surprise her and she is expecting it to be the 
first of many.
“I’m also interested in seeing Rahm 
Emanuel indicted,” Chambers said. “He is 
supposed to oversee the Board of Education, 
so if something doesn’t seem right on how 
[the board is] voting or who they are doing 
business with, he should stop them.” 
Chambers said the Byrd-Bennett case 
is one example of why many advocate for 
an elected school board. She said residents 
could help further the advancement of this 
goal by contacting their representatives 
in Springfield.
“[Without an elected school board], I 
think we will continue to see more cor-
ruption [and] more votes in the interest 
of corporations or the private sectors that 
[are] not in the interest of our students,” 
 Chambers said.
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Barbara Byrd-Bennett’s next court 
appearance is scheduled for Jan. 27. 
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City of Chicago adds two new 
tools for greater transparency
to procurement and certification. 
The channel’s educational videos 
are meant to help the certification 
of minority-and women-owned 
businesses, but there will be other, 
more general videos, primarily 
about Chicago business
Woody Fidda l l, director 
of Business Development for 
VersityLink, a certified minority 
business enterprise organization, 
said the new communication 
method will be a “step in the right 
direction” for the businesses.
“It gets people information and 
knowledge about the programs,” 
Fiddall said. “The City of Chicago 
offers way above and beyond what 
a lot of other cities offer. Having the 
knowledge and ability to navigate 
through a site like YouTube is an 
amazing platform. Minority busi-
ness owners are going to benefit 
by going to one location to see the 
videos and programs—this will be 
right at your fingertips.”
Michele Katz, president of the 
National Association of Women’s 
Business Owners for Chicago, 
said the YouTube platform will 
also increase transparency and 
efficiency in Chicago business, 
especially for the next generation 
of woman business owners.
NAW BO represents the 
interests of more than 300,000 
female business owners in the 
Chicagoland area—and 9.1 million 
nationwide—according to Katz, so 
communication methods like the 
YouTube channel are important 
to encourage women business 
owners to participate in the pro-
curement process, expand their 
businesses and contribute to the 
economy as a whole.
Katz said it is difficult for small 
business owners to allocate time 
to investigate business opportu-
nities, and the YouTube channel 
will ease that process.
“I wouldn’t be surprised—if 
this is a success—that other cit-
ies will catch on and do the same,” 
Katz said. “Let it be Chicago to be 
the frontrunner in this type of 
advancement in transparency.”
Cathy Kwiatkowski, director of 
Public Affairs for the Department 
of Procurement Services, said 
under Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s 
leadership, the city has launched 
a number of other initiatives to 
increase business transparency, 
such as the Bid Tracker application 
that shows the status of the city’s 
contract bids. 
Kwiatkowski said the depart-
ment previously launched pro-
grams with Facebook and Twitter 
to inform vendors when things are 
advertised for bid, but they wanted 
to expand their social media reach.
“We wanted to find a platform 
that is most accessible to folks,” 
Kwiatkowski said. “YouTube 
is common and popular so we 
wanted to make sure people could 
see the bid openings and get the 
workshops we’re teaching not only 
live in-person, but from their home 
or mobile device.”
An Oct. 9 City of Chicago 
press release also announced 
WaterALERT, an email notifica-
tion system for residents that track 
specific water and sewer construc-
tion projects that can be accessed 
at BuildingANewChicago.org.
TO MAKE INFORMATION and business 
opportunities more accessible, the 
City of Chicago has launched two 
communication avenues that will 
primarily benefit small businesses 
around Chicago.
A new YouTube channel—
created by the Department of 
Procurement Services—uses 
livestream capabilities to increase 
public familiarity with the city’s 
purchasing process, primarily 
with minority- and women-owned 
businesses in mind, and the 
Department of Water Management 
offers a new email notification sys-
tem for residents to track specific 
construction projects. 
According to an Oct. 9 City of 
Chicago press release, the new 
Department of Procurement 
Services’ YouTube channel will 
broadcast bid openings and edu-
cational videos. The channel will 
feature 15 free workshops relating 
» gretchen sterba 
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THE CUBS ARE not the only ones 
hitting home runs this baseball 
season. Businesses in the Wrig-
leyville area are cleaning up as the 
Cubs’ continue to win.                  
Michael Gajos, a manager at The 
Butcher’s Tap, 3553 N. Southport 
Ave., said he was working on Oct. 
13 when the Cubs won the National 
League Division Series. He said the 
team’s win had a noticeable effect 
on the business.
“Everybody [was] in a great 
mood and looking to party,” Gajos 
said. “Winning does have an effect, 
especially with Cubs fans—they’re 
very emotional—so obviously the 
result of the game does matter for 
businesses in the area.”
Meggie Lindberg, marketing & 
public relations manager for the 
Lou Malnati’s pizza chain, said 
in an Oct. 16 email that Malnati’s 
restaurants near Wrigley Field 
have all experienced increased 
business and added that this is 
nothing new for the company.
“We actually see an uptick in 
business across all 42 Chicagoland 
locations whenever one of our 
sports teams is making a playoff 
run,” Lindberg said. 
Lindberg said the recent wins 
have helped restaurants in the area 
generate business. 
 “Even if someone can’t go to the 
game or get near the stadium, they 
might want to go out somewhere 
or watch with a group at home but 
order in some food,” Lindberg said.
Jason Stephens, a lecturer in 
the Business & Entrepreneurship 
Department at Columbia College, 
said he thinks there will be an 
increased demand for anything 
Cubs-related if the team wins the 
World Series.
“The excitement is going to 
draw in those outliers that usually 
wouldn’t be participants,” he said.
Maureen Martino, executive 
director of the Lake View East 
Chamber of Commerce and Cubs 
fan, agreed that local businesses 
benefit when the Cubs win.
“Everybody wants to go out and 
be part of the crowd, whether it be 
in the ballpark or at the local bar 
or even just hanging outside the 
ballpark. They want to be around 
other people to help celebrate the 
Cubs’ victory,” Martino said
Stephens said if anything, there 
will be more eyes on Chicago in 
the case of a World Series win, 
and the coverage may draw more 
tourism to the city.
Martino said the entire city 
could benefit if the Cubs’ winning 
streak continues.
“It means a lot of money for a 
lot of people, the economics on a 
World Series game will definitely 
mean a lot of extra money for our 
businesses,” she said.
Though businesses tend to 
thrive any time the Cubs win, there 
is a potential downside, Stephens 
said, noting that there have been 
instances of rioting when teams 
do very well.
“Hopefully that won’t be the case 
here,” Stephens said.
Stephens said that any riots 
could negatively affect Chicago’s 
economics, because businesses 
and the city would have to pay for 
repairs and clean up services.
“Images [of rioting] could float 
out into the news media and 
those very same people who said 
‘Oh, maybe we should go visit 
Chicago’ may say ‘Oh no, they 
are crazy there. We don’t want to 
visit Chicago.’”
Martino said she attended the 
Oct. 13 game and it was well orga-
nized, and she felt very safe.
“Outside the stadium, as you 
leave, you are greeted by a lot of 
police officers,” Martino said.
She also said she is confident 
there will not be riots, but in the 
unlikely event they do occur, the 
city is prepared to handle them.
“I think our officers are well 
trained and very strategic on what 
they are doing,” Martino said. “Yes, 
there is that possibility that fans 
might go awry and do some dam-
age, but we’re not really expecting 
that [and] we will be prepared.”
Cubs’ success rubs off on 
Wrigleyville businesses
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Fans make their way to Wrigley 
Field to watch the Cubs and the 
Cardinals play Tuesday Oct. 13. 
mbraid@chroniclemail.com
The City of Chicago released 
two new communication 
methods on Oct. 9 to 
increase transparency. 
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Juan Salgado, 46, is the winner of a MacArthur Foundation Genius Grant and  is heav-
ily involved in making a lasting 
impact in the Hispanic and Afri-
can American communities. 
Salgado grew up in the south 
suburb of Calumet Park and 
spent five years organizing the 
Resurrection Project, which 
addresses crime in Pilsen. In 
2001, Salgado joined Instituto 
del Progreso Latino—a nonprofit 
organization that offers workforce 
development, adult education and 
citizenship preparation to immi-
grants—where he now serves as 
president and CEO.
Salgado said he is passionate 
about helping others. Under his 
leadership, Instituto del Progreso 
Latino opened the Instituto Health 
Sciences Career Academy and 
Instituto Justice Leadership 
Academy high schools.
The schools aim to provide stu-
dents with real-world experiences 
and job readiness training. In 2014, 
Saldago took a group of students to 
study medicine in Latin America—a 
tradition he hopes will continue. 
Saldago’s Genius Grant is a 
$625,000 stipend awarded to people 
who show “exceptional creativity in 
their work and a prospect for still 
more in the future,” according to the 
MacArthur Foundation’s website. 
The grant will be distributed over 
a five year period. The Chronicle 
spoke with Salgado about his pas-
sion for community development, 
success and future goals.
THE CHRONICLE: How did 
you get involved in urban 
planning and community 
development?
JUAN SALGADO: I was interested 
in issues of race and economics 
as a college student. I majored in 
economics, but my interest was 
always in cities. I went to urban 
planning school. While I was in 
school, I volunteered in East St. 
Louis, Illinois, where I fell in love 
with community development and 
what it could do.
What are your passions ? 
I think the biggest thing for me is 
seeing somebody reach for what 
they want to do in life. To have 
somebody on the other end of it 
reaching with them is a beautiful 
thing. [I love] when someone comes 
in with an idea of what they want to 
do in their life and the impact they 
want to have.
What life experiences have 
inspired you?
There are so many that it’s hard 
to pinpoint just one. It builds upon 
itself. I spent a little time volun-
teering in East St.Louis, and it 
was wonderful. Despite the chal-
lenges, the leaders there were 
deeply committed to making those 
neighborhoods better. It wasn’t just 
one thing—but a series of things. 
[During] graduate school, studying 
urban planning and learning from 
the classroom [was inspirational]. 
It was about the treasure of learn-
ing and learning from people no 
matter what their title is.
What has been your greatest 
life accomplishment so far? 
For me it’s not what you do but 
how you do it. I think the major 
accomplishment is that after 
doing community development 
work for over 20 years, my rela-
tionships are really strong. I have 
a level of trust and respect from 
my colleagues and neighbors. 
That, to me, is the most important 
occupation: President of Instituto del Progresso Latino
Juan Salgado
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neighborhood: McKinley Park 
thing because that’s our curren-
cy—a currency for nonprofit com-
panies is trust.
Have you ever failed to reach 
any of  your goals ?
I’ve got a lot of [failures], too. 
The biggest one is that I don’t 
think we think big enough any-
more. If we keep going about 
the problems we have right now 
like we have been, we are just 
not going to [solve them]. Even 
though we have done a lot, we 
are still not acting bold enough. 
Maybe we just are not taking big 
enough risks. 
What are some of your cur-
rent goals for the organization?
We [at Instituto del Progreso 
Latino] are a community labora-
tory for innovation for how the rest 
of the world can look at our com-
munities [Little Village, Pilsen and 
the Southwest Side of Chicago] in 
different ways. I  hope  we take a big 
approach and not a small approach.
How did it  feel when you found 
out you won the Genius Grant?
I have sense of gratitude and 
responsibility. From this point 
forward, I feel like my life project 
is about working in communities 
and making them better, and this 
hit me at a time to basically say, 
“step it up.”
» Courtesy JUAN SALGADO
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Juan Salgado is the  recipient of 
the MacArthur Genius Grant.
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different,” Zuccarelli said. 
“We would expect protest and 
violence, but instead everyone 
stood together in that community. 
We realized there was something 
very unusual about their response 
that was such a great example for 
the world. Violence does not breed 
more violence.” 
The Nobel Prizes, established in 
1877, reward innovators in chem-
istry, physics, medicine, econom-
ics, literature and peace. Mendoza 
said the actions of Charleston cit-
izens embodied the spirit of the 
Peace  Prize.
“Their message of love, peace 
and forgiveness in the face of vio-
lence and tragedy represents all 
the things the Nobel Peace Prize 
sets out to reward,” Mendoza said.
Alderman Howard Brookins 
(21st Ward), who attended the 
Oct.14 press conference, said he 
joined the movement to nominate 
the church because he believed in 
its cause.
“With much racial tension pop-
ping up throughout the nation, 
what they did in Charleston is 
amazing,” Brookins said. 
He said he was impressed that 
residents were able “to subdue their 
natural instinct and to actually 
pray for forgiveness for the person 
who committed a horrific crime.” 
Trotter is one of the campaign’s 
leading supporters. He is friends 
with members of the  Emanuel 
AME church, including its pastor, 
who is his fraternity brother. The 
Nobel Peace Prize winner will not 
be announced until the fall of 2016, 
so Trotter said he urges people to 
sign the online petition nominating 
Emanuel AME church for the award.
“We want millions of signatures, 
we even want the president and 
local officials to embrace this,” 
Trotter said.
To sign the petition to nomi-
nate the Emanuel AME church of 
Charleston, South Carolina, for a 
Nobel prize,visit: http://www.nobel-
peaceprizeforcharleston.com/
CITY CLERK SUSANA  Mendoza and 
Thornton Township Supervisor 
Frank Zuccarelli gathered with 
religious and civic leaders on 
Oct. 14 to nominate the Emanu-
el African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Charleston, South 
Carolina, for a Nobel Peace Prize. 
The church was targeted June 
17 in a racially motivated shoot-
ing that killed nine members of 
the congregation. The Emanuel 
AME church was nominated for 
the Peace Prize for its response to 
the event,  Mendoza said. Instead 
of reacting with hate, the church 
members chose to act with love 
and forgiveness, he added.
“The families of the victims and 
members of the AME church took 
the right path and [shouldered an] 
incredible, difficult task as they 
turned their tragedy into an oppor-
tunity to promote peace, unity and 
forgiveness. They turned tragedy 
into an example for the rest of the 
world to follow,” Mendoza said.
Zuccarelli said he created a 
team—composed of Sen. Donne 
Trotter (D-Ill.), various Chicago 
aldermen and civic and religious 
leaders—in 2014 to search for 
a candidate to nominate for the 
Nobel Peace Prize.
 Zuccarelli said there was some-
thing unique about how Charleston 
residents put their faith into action 
in light of the tragedy, rather 
than responding with a protest, 
as did residents of Baltimore, 
and Ferguson, Missouri, after 
the deaths of Freddie Gray and 
Michael Brown. 
“Unlike all the places we 
studied, Charleston was much 
Political and religious leaders in Chicago nominated the Emanuel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church for a Nobel Peace Prize. 
» dominique jackson  
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Local leaders nominate 
Charleston church for 
Nobel Peace Prize
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campaign and a lack of progress on 
immigration reform.
“We are demanding immigra-
tion reform, racial equality and 
fair wages,” said Kentucky Fried 
Chicken  employee  Solo Littejohn.
Tanya Moses, a home care pro-
vider and union leader, said she is 
concerned about several issues, 
including minimum wage and 
cuts to government services for 
low-income people.
“We have no funding, but every 
time we get paid, they’re taking 
our taxes out for some kind of aid 
program, yet there’s no money for 
it?” Moses said. “This is a united 
front. This is the United States. We 
all should be important, and we all 
should put what’s important first, 
[which] is our children, seniors, 
[and] families.” 
Moses said she is concerned 
about funding for childcare and 
disability services, along with ser-
vices like the Illinois Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program, 
which helps families pay gas and 
electric bills.
A number of students joined in 
the protest, including high school 
student Tanya McGee, who 
earned service learning hours 
for attending.
Another student, Charlie Solis, 
said he protested for better treat-
ment of immigrants. 
“People come to this county to 
start off new because in their coun-
try it’s poor,” he said. “They have 
no other choice but to come here.”
The protesters carried a Donald 
Trump piñata as they marched, 
often holding it upside down above 
their heads.
The protest was peaceful, but 
not everyone present was amused. 
When protesters arrived at the 
Trump Tower, they were greeted 
by a tall, frowning man guarded 
by police.
One protester said, “We’d like you 
to deliver this [piñata] to your boss.” 
The tall man kept his hands in his 
pockets, stared at the protester, and 
shook his head no.
The group continued marching 
before gathering on North Wacker 
Drive to continue chanting and tak-
ing photos in front of the building.
Representatives for Trump 
declined to comment in response 
to the protest.
HUNDREDS OF PROTESTERS spent 
Columbus Day rallying downtown 
to show their opposition to presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump. 
Carrying signs and chanting 
about equality, the protesters 
marched from a carpenter’s union 
building on East Erie Street to 
the opposite side of the Trump 
Tower, located at 401 N. Wabash 
Ave., where they rallied on North 
Wacker Drive.
The event was sponsored by 
Fight For 15, a labor group fight-
ing for a nationwide minimum 
wage hike, but protesters also 
spoke about other topics such as 
police brutality and the Illinois 
state budget. Protesters were also 
upset about what they call racist 
remarks made by Trump during his 
» jordan watkins  
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protests Trump 
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Protesters unhappy with 
Trump’s presidential 
campaign held signs and 
carried a Donald Trump 
piñata in front of the Trump 
Tower on North Wacker Drive.
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CTA rolls out new anti- 
harassment campaign
The new slogan for the campaign 
is “If it’s unwanted, it’s harass-
ment.” In an Oct. 9 annoucement 
the CTA said the agency will 
enforce a no-tolerance policy 
toward such behavior on CTA 
property. Common forms of harass-
ment—such as physical and verbal 
abuse or unwanted solicitation—
will not be accepted.
According to the announcement, 
the campaign will serve three pur-
poses—encourage riders to report 
incidents they experience or wit-
ness, to educate them on what to 
do if they believe they are victims 
of harassment and to create aware-
ness by putting would-be offenders 
on notice that harassment of CTA 
passengers will not be tolerated.
CTA spokeswoman Catherine 
Hosinski said the campaign 
was originally launched in 2009 
under the “See Something, Say 
Something” initiative. Throughout 
the last couple years, CTA employ-
ees have been revitalizing the cam-
paign to more effectively prevent 
unwanted behavior on the CTA.
“We can’t predict what will come 
out of this, but our goal is to pro-
mote dialogue among our riders,” 
Hosinski said. “We want to educate 
them and make them aware that 
even if the incident isn’t criminal, 
but it is making you uncomfortable, 
you have the right to speak up.”
A CTA press release said the 
campaign includes posters fea-
turing messages such as, “Speak 
up!,” “It’s not OK,” “It’s not noth-
ing” and “We are all watching.” 
Hosinski also mentioned there 
will be a designated web page on 
the Transit Chicago website, as 
well as a new flyer for distribution 
at rail stations and through social 
service agencies.
These flyers will help provide 
information to riders on how 
to report incidents to CTA per-
sonnel. There will also be social 
media messages on Facebook and 
Twitter that promote awareness 
and education about unwanted 
harassment. As for CTA employees, 
they are required to go through a 
comprehensive training program 
to understand and put into prac-
tice the anti-harassment policy., 
according to the release.
According to an Oct. 9 Chicago 
Tribune report, the CTA received 
36 reports of harassment last year, 
attributing the account to agency 
spokeswoman Tammy Chase. 
Twenty-four reports were received 
through May 2015 she said. In 
addition, there were two criminal 
sexual assaults on CTA property 
last year, according to the Chicago 
Police Department.
Harassment is a serious prob-
lem that many CTA riders experi-
ence, according to Jaime Schmitz, 
youth development specialist at 
Alternatives, Incorporated at 4730 
N. Sheridan Road.
Schmitz collaborated with 
the CTA in July 2015 on the 
CTA’s Courage Campaign, which 
promotes awareness against 
harassment on the CTA through 
advertisements. She said at a CTA 
board meeting that she once read 
stories from participants of Girl 
World—a service that provides gen-
der-specific and age-appropriate 
programming for girls and young 
women—about their personal 
experiences with harassment while 
riders  on the CTA.
Schmitz, who said harassment 
is a major issue commonly faced by 
girls aged 10–18, shared stories of 
those who had been followed home 
JOSEY OMOKHEYEKE, A senior music 
major, experienced verbal harass-
ment from an older, “unstable” 
man while riding the CTA late at 
night. The man was friendly so 
Omokheyeke and her friend decid-
ed to be friendly in return, but 
 it backfired.
“He asked me to come home with 
him, and I respectfully declined, 
and he was like, ‘Well, I don’t want 
to go out with your slut ass any-
way,’” Omokheyeke said. “He got 
really mad and went on a tangent, 
saying I needed him while I was 
riding the train. I had five stops to 
go and I’m like, ‘Lord, why now?’” 
The man did not touch her, she 
said, but the situation made her 
uncomfortable. She said she consid-
ers herself a thick-skinned person 
and she brushed off the comment—
as well as the incident, it being late 
at night—and because it was only a 
verbal form of harassment, she did 
not feel like she needed to report it. 
But in a new program meant 
to combat such unpleasant and 
sometimes dangerous behavior, 
the Chicago Transit Authority 
is encouraging riders to speak 
up if they experience or witness 
any harassment on CTA buses 
and trains.
» gretchen sterba  
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but if he put his hand down my shirt, 
that would be obvious [harass-
ment]. But it’s that sort of under 
the table [harassment] that’s seen 
as romantic occasionally.” 
Naheige Lewis, a freshman jour-
nalism major, said he experiences 
harassment so frequently on the 
CTA, he has grown accustomed 
to it.
Lewis, who rides the Pink Line 
commuting to work, said he is fre-
quently the target of homophobic 
slurs based on his style.
“I have a pair of boots I wear, 
and some guy will make an off 
hand comment saying, ‘Oh, nice 
boots,’” Lewis said. “I’ve been called 
f----t and been stared down—I’ve 
been stared down, then winked at 
and then smirked and laughed at 
because it’s supposed to be funny. 
There’s a lot of hatred toward homo-
sexuals [on] public transportation.”
Lewis is only one of thousands of 
public transit riders who have been 
verbally or otherwise harassed on 
buses and trains.
Within the first two weeks 
of being in Chicago during her 
freshman year, senior design major 
Natalie Jordan was a victim of CTA 
after a CTA ride, been photo-
graphed without permission and 
physically grabbed.
“We as a society are more aware 
of this being an issue,” Schmitz 
said. “I’m hoping [the campaign] 
generates further conversation if 
nothing else.”
Shira Stonehill, a freshman 
design major, said she experienced 
verbal and sexual harassment from 
an older man while riding the CTA 
with friends on the way to a con-
cert. The man consistently stared 
at Stonehilll and her friends, then 
proceeded to masturbate. After 
[exiting the train], he approached 
the girls and spoke to them in a 
demeaning way.
“I wish I would’ve reported it,” 
Stonehill said. “I didn’t even think 
to do it because I was just so sur-
prised it happened.”
Stonehill said she thinks the new 
campaign will encourage others to 
report incidents of harassment, like 
she wishes she could have done, by 
increasing their awareness.
“You don’t think of it as an 
actual crime or issue,” Stonehill 
said. “You think of it as something 
creepy that happened, as opposed 
to being something that needs to 
be reported. He didn’t touch us or 
hurt us, but I still felt like it was an 
act of public indecency.”
Sarah Smith, a senior theatre 
major, said she was sexually 
harassed Sept. 2 riding the #22 
CTA bus. When she was on the 
nearly empty bus, an older man sat 
down next to her and began asking 
her intimate questions about her 
personal life, then continued to 
touch her arm and graze her breast 
throughout the conversation. Smith 
tried to end the conversation, but 
the man grabbed her hand and put 
it in his lap. Another woman on the 
bus intervened, asking Smith if she 
was okay and if she would walk with 
her off the bus, even though it was 
not Smith’s stop. She said she had to 
walk several blocks to the nearest 
Brown Line stop and transfer to 
another route, which extended her 
trip by 30 minutes. Smith said she 
hopes this campaign will prevent 
others from being harassed.
“Explicitly defining what harass-
ment is is going to be important for 
this to work,” Smith said. “A lot of 
people would say he was just being 
friendly or I was just overreacting, 
harassment that has caused her sig-
nificant paranoia and heightened 
awareness whenever she rides the 
CTA. Coming from Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, she was not familiar 
with public transit. She said three 
men surrounded her and one of 
them touched her stomach, saying, 
“You got a big belly, good for kids.”
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“It was so uncomfortable for this 
freshman,” Jordan said. “It dis-
turbed me so much. First, because 
I have some huge self-esteem 
problems, but I ended up jumping 
on the southbound train when I was 
supposed to be going north because 
it was so scary.”
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